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Selenium Rectifier elements are 
used exclusively in Fansteel — 
I. T. & T. dry plate rectifiers, 
manufactured by Fansteel 
Metallurgical Corporation, North 
Chicago, Ill. 


Fansteel—I. T. & T. Selenium 
Rectifiers are rapidly gaining 
favor in railway signal, telephone 
and telegraph service because of 
their small compact size, wide 
temperature range, high effi- 
ciency, stable output, electrical 
stability and low back leak. 


Standard Selenium Rectifiers 
are available in a wide range of 

















styles and capacities for all com- 
mon signal and communication 
voltage and current ratings, and 
are also built to order for inter- 
locking plants, switch machines 
and other heavy duty purposes. 


The small size of Fansteel — 
I. T. & T. signal and communi- 
cation selenium rectifiers is 
especially attractive to railway 
users because of the saving of 
space in signal cases, stations 
and towers. The I. T. &T. Selenium 
Rectifier is the smallest metallic 
junction rectifier yet developed, but 
is meeting all the exacting require- 
ments of railway service. 


1. T. &® T. Selenium Rectifiers are Completely Produced from American Material. 


Consulting engineering services available for specific requirements. 











AMONG OUR 
CUSTOMERS 

The Alton Railroad Company 
Chicago & Eastern IIinois Railway 
Company + Chicago & Illinois 
Midland Railway Company 
Chicago, Indianapolis & Louisville Railway - Chicago 
North Shore & Milwaukee Railroad - Grand Trunk 
Western Railroad - Illinois Central Railroad - Long 
Island Railroad - Lovisville & Nashville Railroad 
Company - New York Central System - Nickel Plate 
Road - Northern Pacific Railway - Pennsylvania 
Railroad - Pere Marquette Railway Company 
Southern Railway System - Union Pacific Railroad 

Wabash Railway Company. 











International Telephone & Radio Manufacturing Corporation 
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HE HEARS BETTER AT 75 
THAN HE DID AT Ti! 


Only 64 years ago, the Bell Telephone Company ran the first 
advertisement on the telephone (reproduced below). Note how the 
advertisement says, “Though the sound is perfectly audible, the 
articulation seems to be indistinct.” 


What wonderful strides have been made in telephone engineering in 
this brief span of 64 years! Though his senses are far less acute, the 
man of 75 can understand easily over today’s telephone, yet as a 


boy of 11, he had to strain his hearing faculties to know what was 
being said. 


Nowhere are these great advances in telephony better exemplified 
than in the new Stromberg - Carlson No. 1222 Handsets, whose 
high transmission and reception qualities bring conversations to a 
pleasingly natural level of clarity. 

Write for colored brochure. 


STROMBERG-CARLSON TELEPHONE MFG. CO. 
Factory and General Offices: 100 Carlson Rd., 
Rochester, N. Y., U.S. A. Branch Offices: 
Chicago, Kansas City, San Francisco, Toronto 





CROSS SECTION TRANSMITTER The Stromberg-Carison 
Showing Capsule Assembly Transmitter 


Although employing the 
capsule type of assembly, 
the transmitter used in 
the new No. 1222 Strom- 
berg-Carlson Handset tel 
ephones is similar to the 
widely-accepted transmit- 
ter the Company has used 
for the past few years. It 
employs the cone-shaped 
diaphragm of the radio 
speaker. Its center moves 
as a rigid piston, flexing 
on annular corrugations 


ALUMINUM GRANULAR near the outer edge 
ELECTRODE CUP ARBON 


CROSS SECTION RECEIVER 


Showing Capsule Assembly 


The Stromberg-Carison 
Receiver 


All-round performance is 
provided by this new cap- 
sule receiver. It gives un- 
usually high clarity of re- 
ception, eliminates all 
sharp resonances, and 
offers high resistance to 
the deteriorating effect of 
humid climates. These 
characteristics are the re- | ctiwwiose acetate 
sults of painstaking selec- INSULATE 
tion of materials, correct 
design, and progressive 
engineering. 
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Stromberg- Carlson 


LITTLE LESSONS WORTH REMEMBERIME 
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BOUT THE KELLOGG RELAYMATIC 


A How it Operates by itself. / 


Telephone men who have installed Relaymatics are pleased to find that this switch- 








board is every bit as simple and easy to understand as manual central office equipment. 
For the Relaymatic performs the same functions. It employs similar line circuits and con- 
necting circuits. It differs only in how the connections are made. Instead of connecting 
lines together by hand as in a manual board, the Relaymatic uses relays to do the job in 


—_ response to the numbers dialed by the subscribers. That’s all there’s to it. 


Simplified operation, however, is only part of the story. When you cut over to a Kellogg 
Relaymatic, you’re cutting in on increased profits, lower operating costs, trouble-free 
operation, reliable performance, more and better satisfied subscribers. In short, you get 
a unit fitted to your exact requirements . . . a Relaymatic similar to scores of others that 
have established records for paying dividends. It is a board upon which you can depend 
for a long, profitable service life. Ask your Kellogg Representative to show how, with 
this equipment, greater profit opportunities can be developed within your exchange area. 


KELLOGG SWITCHBOARD AND SUPPLY COMPANY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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TUNGAR BULBS 


HELP YOU 
SAVE MONEY 


The long operating life 
of Tungar Bulbs can 
help you cut down bulb 
replacement Costs. 


Get more out of the 
money you spend for 
battery charger bulbs 
by buying high quality 
G-E Tungar Bulbs. You 
may pay a bit more, but 
you save in the long run. 


Say “G-E Tungar Bulbs” 
when you're buying and 
get those extra hours of 
operating life which 
mean dollar savings. 
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The 85-Yscar-Old Socrot 
That Cuts Telephone 
Operating Taxes Today 


WELCOME indeed is any tax-relief from your operating 
budget. Thrice welcome this relief when you're assured, 
through Hemingrays, that the tax-saving is permanent .. . 
“has lasted 50 years”— one prominent utility reports. 


REASON lies in the 85-year-old secret Hemingray glass 
“batch-mix”— plus Owens-Illinois quality-controlled pro- 
duction. Result! Insulators free of voids, strains and 
stresses and so homogeneous that moisture can’t penetrate 
them. Temperature changes leave them unimpaired—they 
outlive poles, hardware and crossarms. 


COST IS LOW, 
cipal jobbers. 
The Rural “Toll” Line 
Favorite dee: “a 
. . « is Hemingray Number 42. Its . 
long leakage path means trouble-free 
operation. Other rural headliners 


. « « Numbers 9 and 16. Ask for 
samples 





supply constant, but only through prin- 


o 
DISTRIBUTED BY 
STROMBERG-CARLSON TELEPHONE 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Factory and Genera! Offices: 
100 Carlson Rd., 
Rochester, N. Y., U.S.A. 
Branch Offices: Chicago, Kansas * 3 > 


City, San Francisco, Toronto 












TELERING 


ECONOMY @ RELIABILITY 


Order One NOW for a 30-day Free Trial 


Reliable ringing service is 
essential in providing sat- 
isfactory telephone service. 
Use TELERING and pro- 
vide the MOST reliable 
service at the LEAST cost. 


Current Consumption 
negligible. 


Positively No Radio 
Interference 


Directly converts Commer- 
Alternating Current 





cial 
ONLY ONE CONTACT! to Telephone Ringing Cur- 
rent. 


You 


upon our full co-operation 





can always depend 
PRICE $44.00 EACH 
F. O. B. Elyria 


and prompt service. 


Sold by Leading Telephone Distributors 


TELKOR, Inc., ELYRIA, OHIO 
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NATIONAL TELEPHONE 


DIRECTORIES 


Adjust-A-Straps are designed to be used in place of the ; 
two or three rings on either side of the poles and when han any clher printer 
cd 


used in conjunction with National cable rings assure a long-lasting, 
low cost installation. 


They follow the standard practice of suspending the cable away from the strand, thus elim- 
inating the danger of cable wear that threatens when the cable is in contact with the strand. 


af 
The broad zinc strap which is tightly wrapped around the cable provides a full hinge motion 4X : 4, Yonnelley ¢ Z ons 


allowing the necessary play as the cable vibrates, expands or contracts. 


Adjustable supports permit the cable to be properly lined up with the rings and the unique (7 
clasp at the top of the strap eliminates feeding the strap through a POMfIAH Yf 
solid buckle. Order Adjust-A-Straps from your jobber. 


G0 PA 29nd Wj bhic 1q0 
THE NATIONAL TELEPHONE SUPPLY CO. | 270 ©. <<174-44, Mecage 
5100 SUPERIOR AVE. — CLEVELAND, OHIO 
Export Distributor—International Standard Electric Corp., New York, N. Y. 
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OPM UTILITY BRANCH 
Jo Administer Project. Ratings 


By FRANCIS X. WELCH 


“TELEPHONY's” Special Washington Correspondent 


HE PRIORITIES division of 
Torm has finally officially recog- 

nized the need of the telephone 
industry for project ratings in the 
granting of priorities for telephone 
equipment. Text of the OPM Re- 
lease No. T-36 (published on page 11 
of this issue) gives details of the 
order authorizing this type of prior- 
ity for all utilities, including tele- 
phone and telegraph companies. 

It is J. A. Krug, head of the old 
OPM Heat, Light and Power Branch 
who is chief of the newly-dubbed 
“Power and Communications 
Branch.” It is this branch which 
will administer, until further notice 
at least, the handling of the applica- 
tions for telephone project ratings. 


It is this branch which is now 
handling PD-1 telephone applica- 
tions. 


The name “‘Power and Communi- 
cations Branch,” which is used in the 
text of the OPM release of Novem- 
ber 4, seems to be somewhat un- 
official. Inquiries at the OPM offices 


elicit the reply that they have a 
“power division” but don’t know 
much about the title “Power and 


Communications Branch.” 

But whatever it is called now or 
hereafter, the fact remains that the 
Krug unit, in collaboration with Dr. 
E. W. Morehouse, former staff execu- 
tive of the Wisconsin Public Service 
Commission, at this writing has 
about 22 telephone applications 
(mostly PD-1) for priorities. There 
is, in charge of this work, a staff 
official of limited telephone back- 
ground who is handling the clearance 
of the applications. But the Krug- 
Morehouse unit expects to obtain at 
least two telephone experts in the 
near future on a full-time basis, and 
eventually more. 


In other words, the Krug branch 
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New power and communications division to handle priori- 


ties for telephone industry. . 


. . It is predicted that DCB 


will occupy increasingly important position in priority 


program. . 


. . Explanation of recent project rating order 


for utilities including telephone industry. 


has the feeling that they have been 
given the call to go ahead and func- 
tion as the priorities administrator 
for the telephone business. The re- 
lease of the project rating plan on 
November 4, which must have had 
the approval of Priorities Director 
Donald Nelson, would seem to bear 
out that expectation. 

Yet, there is a definite feeling 
among telephone men in Washing- 
ton that in the near future the ad- 
ministration of telephone priorities 
will be taken out of the hands of 
the Krug-Morehouse unit; and that 
much of the responsibility (not only 
for determining priorities and allo- 
cations but even the rationing of 
facilities for telephone service) will 





NEWS FLASH! 


Just before going to press with this 
issue a telegram was received from 
X. Welch stating: “Among 
several amendments to Order P-22 
adopted by OPM November |! is one 
the 
replacement of old equipment with 
improved has 
found impossible and sometimes unde- 


Francis 


removing restriction upon the 


equipment. It been 
sirable to require replacement with 
equipment exactly like the old. The 
former procedure held the producer 
to the use of antiquated equipment." 
Details will be published next week. 











be vested in a unit of the Defense 
Communications Board, known as 
the Priorities Liaison Committee. 

Last week, in this department, 
your correspondent expressed doubt 
as to the practicality of any plan 
which would have the effect of dele- 
gating OPM priorities power to an 
outside or “liaison” agency. That 
sort of division of authority was at- 
tempted under the old OPACS-OPM 
set-up and we all know what hap- 
pened when Leon Henderson and 
Wm. Knudsen fell out over the cur- 
tailment of automobile production. 
It would seem to be unlikely that 
actual division of authority along 
that line would be attempted again 
even in a limited way for the com- 
munications industry. 

However, there is good reason to 
believe that some agency of the De- 
fense Communications Board will 
occupy an increasingly important 
place in the priorities and allocation 
picture. But it will probably be as 
an advisory board, or “pressure” 
group to needle the OPM into doing 
things which are necessary for the 
Commission service. 

Whether the setting up of DCB 
as an advisory board on telephone- 
telegraph-radio priority matters will 
have the effect of curtailing or re- 
placing the administrative powers 
now being exercised by the Krug- 
Morehouse unit remains to be seen. 


9 











Certainly there will have to be 
some branch or subdivision within 
OPM to handle applications for pri- 
orities on communications matters, 
even though it does no more than 
O.K. recommendations of the DCB 
committee. That unit might continue 
to be the “Power and Communica- 
tions Branch” under J. A. Krug, or 
there might be an OPM reorganiza- 
tion; a shake-up that would create a 
new and exclusive communications 
unit within OPM. 

All your correspondent has been 
able to learn to date is that Mr. 
Krug’s office expects to continue to 
handle all communications matters 
other than radio, while the DCB 
thinks otherwise. 


Explanation of Project Rating 

Aside from details of administra- 
tive procedure and personnel, how- 
ever, the project rating order issued 
this week gives the telephone indus- 
try a priorities status which it has 
needed for a long time. A “project” 
might mean any sort of substantial 
job connected in some way with na- 
tional defense or essential civilian 
supply. It might mean the installa- 
tion of a communications system in 
a new army cantonment or the in- 
stallation of telephone facilities in a 
large industrial plant, such as an air- 
craft factory engaged in defense 
production. It might even be the in- 
stallation and operation of necessary 
communications facilities for an- 
other public utility such as a natural 
gas pipeline system. 

The degree to which the proposed 
project is related to national defense 
or essential civilian supply would 
govern the rank of rating actually 
given to the applicant for a project 
rating. Thus, an application to in- 
stall telephones in an army camp, 
which might not otherwise be fin- 
ished or ready for occupancy for six 
months or a year might not be as 
high as that assigned to an applica- 
tion for a project rating for extend- 
ing telephone facilities to some 
essential industrial plant which 
needs communications facilities im- 
mediately. 

A project rating once assigned, of 
course, is like a blanket rating. It 
covers every item reasonably neces- 
sary to complete the job from a steel 
tower to a tiny toggle switch. Nor 
does the granting of the project 
rating necessarily prevent PD-1 ap- 
plications for particular items which 
might be needed desperately and 
well ahead of other items. 

One other bit of gossip about 
utility priorities before going on to 
the general order on allocations an- 
nounced by SPAB last week: The 
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OPM Power and Communications 
Branch is reported to have under 
advisement a revision of P-46. This 
was the general order giving A-10 
ratings for materials needed for 
maintenance and repair for gas, elec- 
tric and other utilities ercept tele- 
phone and telegraph companies. The 
telephone and telegraph companies, 
you will recall, have their own A-10 
rating for repair and maintenance 
under P-22 (TELEPHONY, October 13, 
p. 13). As recently liberalized, P-22 
is almost as comprehensive as P-46. 

Anyhow, rumor has it that if and 
when P-46 is revised the rating may 
be improved to A-8. The reason is 
that a number of gas and electric 
utilities are having difficulty getting 
materials under A-10 rating, espe- 
cially since the revision of P-22 gave 





P-22 Priority Order Applies 
To Philippine Islands 


Public utilities and mining and 
industrial operations in the 
Philippine Islands are entitled to 
the priority assistance extended 
by three repair and maintenance 
orders, it was announced Novem- 
ber 5 by the priorities division of 
OPM. 

Preference Rating Orders P-22, 
P-46, and P-56, already in use in 
the continental United States, are 
applicable in the Islands also, it 
was pointed out. Preference 
Rating Order P-22 (Telephony, 
October 25, p. 13) extends the 
4-10 rating to the acquisition of 
repair and maintenance parts and 
operating supplies for many in- 
dustries, including the telephone 
industry. The P-46 order assists 
public utilities other than the tele- 
phone industry. Preference 
Rating Order P-56 assigns a rating 
of A-8 to deliveries to mines of 
material essential for their main- 
tenance and operation. 

Another interpretation to Pref- 
erence Rating Order P-22, also 
issued November 5, makes it clear 
that its” restrictions, including 
those applying to inventories, are 
not applicable to those who have 
not applied the preference rating 
to deliveries of material to them. 
As soon as use is made of the 
order by any person, he becomes 
subject to all the terms and con- 
ditions of the order. 

Orders P-22 and P-46 do not 
require application to the priori- 
ties division before use may be 
made of the preference rating 
they extend. 











an A-10 rating to so many industries 
generally. It is all still in the rumor 
stage. But if the gas and electric 
companies do get an improved rating 
under P-46, it might be a good idea 
to start agitating for an improved 
rating under P-22 for the telephone 
companies. There is, of course, the 
possibility that if and when P-46 is 
revised it will be extended to include 
the telephone companies which would 
thereby make the improved rating 
universal for all utilities. Your cor- 
respondent, however, has heard no 
word that such a development is now 
in prospect. 


Allocation Program 

Now for the big news which has 
long been forecast in this department 
and which threatens to make the ex- 
tension of priority ratings of less 
and less importance as time passes 
and the emergency bites deeper. 
That is the announcement of SPAB 
on November 7 which extends the 
“allocation program” for rationing 
scarce materials to every pound of 
critical materials used by American 
industry. The order is still in prepa- 
ration. 

The program will be tied in closely 
to the OPM priorities division. On 
the same day, November 7, OPM 
issued an order changing the pro- 
cedure on PD-1 preference rating 
applications starting December 1. 
In drafting its “streamlined” plan for 
the over-all-allocations pro‘ect, SPAB 
has laid down the principle that, 
where feasible, the allocation pro- 
grams should be so developed that 
minimum quantities of the needed 
materials would be assigned to essen- 
tial industries whose operations are 
curtailed. 

SPAB has authorized its execu- 
tive director (Nelson) to request 
OPM to obtain production programs 
for 1942 industry by industry, in- 
dicating month-by-month require- 
ments of critical materials needed 
for the production of military, in- 
dustrial and civilian items, and es- 
sential public services. 

It has directed also that the pro- 
grams show similar requirements 
for repair parts and capital ex- 
penditures. 

To synchronize its operations 
with the new plan, OPM, in turn, 
issued an administrative order set- 
ting up the machinery to develop 
the discovery of requirements, out- 
lining the manner in which its va- 
rious industrial branches are to 
work together, and has established 
the new system of handling prefer- 
ence ratings in harmony. The 
SPAB announcement stated: 
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New Order Covering Project Priority Ratings for Telephone Industry 


Text of the instructions issued by 
OPM in applying for project prefer- 
ence ratings for new construction 
and installation in the telephone, 
telegraph, electric, gas, water, sani- 
tation and central heating fields 
follow: 


“The following information is re- 
quired in the application for the grant- 
ing of a project preference rating order 
covering project in the electric, gas, 
water, sanitation, central heating, and 
telephone and telegraph communica- 
tions, involving a number of separate 
contracts or suppliers. 

“(1) Name of the 
pany or agency. 

2) The location of the project. 

“(3) A clear, short statement of the 
scope of the project and its relation to 
any existing or proposed construction. 
A map showing the relation of the 
project to existing facilities is essential. 

“(4) A comprehensive statement of 
the functional purpose of the project. 

“(5) A statement with supporting 
data as to the relation of the project 
to national defense. A_ tabulation 
should be submitted showing volume, 
type and summary of major defense 
loads. 

“(6) A statement of the urgency of 
need for the proposed construction, in- 
cluding estimates of existing and 
scheduled dependable capacities (and 
of reserves and net assured capacities 
in the case of electric utilities) and re- 
quirements for the next three years. 
In case of water and sewage treatment 
plants, the immediate need therefor 
shall be fully supported, preferably by 
summaries of analytic results and by 
a statement by the State Department 
of Health. 


“(7) If interconnections with neigh- 
boring utility systems exist, or are 
possible, state the extent and capacity 
to which they are or could be utilized, 
and the extent to which they could 
make available to others any capacity 
of applicant’s system. If interconnec- 
tions exist and are not used, state why. 

“(8) The latest practicable date of 
introduction of the project into com- 
mercial operation. 

“(9) A statement of aggregate dol- 


operating com- 


lars cost of the project, and where 
applicable the remaining cost where 
the project is under construction, both 
exclusive of labor. 

“(10) A schedule of the various 
larger elements entering into the 
project. For each element list the ex- 
pected sources of procurement, the 
latest practicable delivery date, the 
estimated dollars cost, exclusive of in- 
stallation labor. The aggregate dollars 
involved in these items should approxi- 
mate 80 per cent of the total dollars 
involved in the project. 

“(11) A careful estimate of the 
total and, where possible, the weight, 
of the critical materials involved in the 
entire project, such as copper, steel, 
cast iron and aluminum. 

“The application should be a sworn 
statement by an executive officer of 
the applicant. All applications shall be 
submitted in the name of the operating 
company. 

“Applicant in cases of specific neces- 
sity, may ask at a later date for prefer- 
ence ratings on individual elements of 
the project higher than that assigned 
to the project, submitting such requests 
on the form PD-1. 

“A project application is expected to 
cover all elements necessary to the 
effective use of the construction. For 
example, an application covering a 
transmission line should include switch- 
ing equipment and transformers, and 
all appurtenances and accessories 
necessary to its use. 

“The application should be carefully 
prepared following the foregoing out- 
line, and should include all pertinent 
information so as to present a com- 
plete and understandable picture of the 
project. 

“The application should be prepared 
on 842” x 11” paper and bound in a 
suitable folder. The applicant should 
mail two copies of the application ad- 
dressed to: 

“J. A. Krug, Chief Power Branch, 
Office of Production Management, 
Social Security Building, Washington, 
D. C.” (Italics supplied). 


It will be noted that the applica- 
tion for the project ratings covered 
by the foregoing instructions are to 
be made out on “home-made” forms 


prepared by the telephone operating 
company. 

The instructions, we believe, are 
clear and easily understood. How- 
ever, it might be well to emphasize 
that under instruction (10) all inside 
and outside material and equipment 
materials needed for the project, for 
which a rating has been applied, as 
well as the names of jobbers or 
manufacturers from which they are 
to be purchased must be listed in the 
applications. Also, the estimated de- 
livery date of the materials must be 
shown. Of vital importance is the 
provision that the cost of the ma- 
terials should approximate 80 per 
cent of the total dollars involved in 
the project. 

Also of importance is the pro- 
vision that if a certain rating has 
been received for a project, a request 
may still be made for a higher rating 
on the same project. However, if 
such requests are made the operating 
company must use form PD-1. This 
is the only instance where an OPM- 
prepared form is used in connection 
with the foregoing instructions. 

As in the case of the PD-1 applica- 
tion discussed on page 10 of the 
November 8 issue of TELEPHONY, it 
is highly important that operating 
companies apply for project priority 
ratings whenever new construction 
comes within the scope of the fore- 
going instructions. Manufacturers 
and jobbers can use the priority 
ratings obtained thereby in securing 
critical materials to fill orders cov- 
ered by the rating. 

Manufacturers and jobbers are 
acquainted with the new instruc- 
tions issued November 4 and it is 
recommended that operating com- 
panies consult with them and solicit 
their aid in preparing priority 
rating applications. 





“It will, of course, take a good deal 
of time to get the entire program into 
effect. As it gradually emerges, how- 
ever, the program will give greater 
certainty to American business and in- 
dustry; and it will also mean that de- 
fense officials will have a clear over- 
all picture of that nation’s total re- 
quirements for raw materials, SPAB 
having previously authorized its execu- 
tive director to get detailed require- 
ments statements for the armed serv- 
ices, the merchant ship program and 
Lease-Lend.” 


Roughly, the new allocations pro- 
gram will operate along these lines: 
An industrial branch in OPM 
will develop requirements programs 
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for the products for which it is 
responsible, which will be done 
through consultation with industry 
advisory committees for its particu- 
lar line and through meetings with 
representatives of the armed serv- 
ices, if necessary. 

When the requirements have been 
worked out, the branch will take 
up with the various industrial ma- 
terials branches the question of 
supplies from which an article is 
made and agreement will be 
reached on the amount that can be 
allocated. 


“Thus, in effect, each program 


would originate with the group 
which is responsible for the end 
project, with the raw materials 
groups coming into the picture in 
an advisory and consultative capac- 
ity,” it was explained. “Since all 
programs must of necessity be de- 
creased or increased as armament 
production rises, each one will be 
framed so that it can be modified 
upward or downward in case of 
need. 

“When a program has been 
drawn up, it will be reviewed care- 
fully in order to cut down the use 

(Please turn to page 33) 











NORTH CAROLINIANS WITNESS 
Operation of U.S. Signal Unit 


North Carolina assembled at the 

Pine Needles Hotel, Southern 
Pines, N. C., Monday, October 27, 
for the ninth annual two-day con- 
vention of the North Carolina Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association. The 
meetings were well attended and 
with the program covering problems 
of vital concern to operating men 
and the opportunity afforded for the 
exchange of experiences, it was felt 
by everyone present that the gather- 
ing had been most worth while and 
profitable. 

H. W. Dewey, general manager of 
the Norfolk & Carolina Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., Elizabeth City, was 
elected president of the association 
to succeed Dail Holderness, of Tar- 
boro. W. E. Sparger, general traffic 
manager of the Virginia Telephone 
& Telegraph Co., Mt. Airy, N. C., 
was elected vice president to succeed 
E. O. Freeman, of Aberdeen, and 
R. S. DuRant, of Southern Pines, 
was elected secretary-treasurer to 
succeed H. W. Dewey. 


[ North. Carolina telephone men of 





Delegates to recent convention of North Carolina Inde- 


pendent Telephone Association given rare opportunity to 


witness operation of field telephone unit of U. S. Signal 


Corps. Helpful program included discussions on priorities, 


saving critical materials by use of substitutes, maintaining 


service standards, coordination, joint use of poles and 


other problems of concern to telephone men. 


The following were elected to 
serve as directors for one year: 
T. A. Tilden, High Point; E. O. 
Freeman, Aberdeen; Dail Holder- 
ness, Tarboro; Royster Tucker, High 
Point; R. S. DuRant, Southern 
Pines; W. E. Sparger, Mt. Airy; 
Ralph VanTrine, Durham; W. A. 
Carpenter, Hickory; and Harry W. 
Dewey, Elizabeth, City. 

With the morning of the first day 
given over to registration, getting 


< 

Left to right: E. O. FREEMAN, 
Aberdeen, retiring vice presi- 
dent; RALPH VANTRINE, Dur- 
ham; H. W. DEWEY, Elizabeth 
City, president-elect; T. A. 
TILDEN, High Point; ROBERT 
S. DURANT, Southern Pines, 
new secretary-treasurer; DAIL 
HOLDERNESS, Tarboro, retir- 
ing president; and ROYSTER 

TUCKER, High Point. 


> 
G. B. FOSCUE, Chicago; J. R. 
PORTER, Tarboro; LOUIS 
PITCHER, Chicago; E. C. 
HEINS JR., Sanford; GEO. 
SPARGER, Mt. Airy, new vice 
president; and H. W. DEWEY, 
Elizabeth City, new president. 


acquainted, visiting manufacturers’ 
exhibits, and a directors’ meeting, 
the convention got under way about 
2 o’clock in the afternoon. The first 
number on the program was the 
presentation by Dail Holderness of 
his annual address as president of 
the North Carolina association. Mr. 
Holderness is secretary-treasurer of 
the Carolina Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., of Tarboro. His report showed 
a highly satisfactory condition ex- 
isting within the association. 

After the report of Secretary- 
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Treasurer Harry W. Dewey, general 
manager of the Norfolk & Carolina 
Telephone Co., of Elizabeth City, 
E. W. Olschner, of Tarboro, reported 
for the coordinating committee. (Mr. 
Olschner is purchasing agent for the 
Carolina Telephone & Telegraph Co.) 
Calling attention to the proposed 
changes in the safety code, Mr. 
Olschner stated that in many cases 
telephone companies are required to 
pay substantial amounts to railroad 
companies for lines crossing railroad 
rights-of-way. The coordinating 
committee, he stated, is trying to 
keep these charges at a reasonable 
level. 

After Mr. Olschner had concluded 
his remarks J. R. Porter, president 
of the Carolina Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., of Tarboro, announced 
that his company does not recognize 
any liability for such charges. He 
said that under the laws of the state 
of North Carolina telephone com- 
panies are public carriers and, con- 
sequently, may run lines parallel or 
across a railroad right-of-way with- 
out cost, unless it is owned by the 
railroad. The speaker warned 
against the admission by telephone 


pendent Telephone Association—was 
well received. Discussing the Wash- 
ington situation, Mr. Pitcher told 
how the P-22 priority order gives 
the industry some relief on mainte- 
nance and repair materials but not 
enough. 


He predicted that the A-10 prior- 
ity rating would soon be of little 
value because hundreds of thousands 
of buyers will be using it. There- 
fore, Mr. Pitcher pointed out, it is 





First army telephone central on display at North Carolina convention. This unit is operated by the 64th 

Field Signal Battalion from Fort Meade, Md., and is now stationed near Hoffman, N. C. MAJOR ED- 

WARD is commanding officer. In front is a BD7I field switchboard. The men shown (from left to right) 

are: LT. A. A. WOOLFORD, formerly manager of the Inter-Mountain Telephone Co. at Kingsport, Tenn.; 

W. E. SPARGER, Mt. Airy, N. C., new vice president; R. S. DURANT, Southern Pines, newly-elected 

secretary-treasurer; and H. W. DEWEY, Elizabeth City, newly-elected president, who retires from office 
of secretary-treasurer. 


companies or the coordinating com- 
mittee of any liability as long as 
the state law recognizes telephone 
companies as public carriers. 

The address which followed—by 
Louis Pitcher, Chicago, executive 
secretary of the United States Inde- 
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advisable to take advantage of A-10 
now. Belief was expressed by the 
USITA executive that the priorities 
system will be abandoned in the near 
future in favor of a system of allo- 
cations. 


Mr. Pitcher paid tribute to J. R. 



















Left to right: H. E. GRAY, of 
Durham; W. E. DUNCAN, South- 
ern Bell manager, Charlotte; 
LOUIS WALKER, Richmond; F. 
Vv. THOMPSON, New Bern; and 
C. M. BURNS, Tarboro. 


<< 

Left to right: JOE STEWART, 
Southern Bell; MRS. W. E. DUN- 
CAN, Charlotte; JOHN REN- 
FRO; MRS. H. M. STEWART; 
LOUIS RUNKLE, Asheboro; K. C 
GILLETTE, Washington, D. C.; 
MR. SADLER, Tarboro; MRS 
SADLER: W E DUNCAN, 

Charlotte 


Porter, of Tarboro, for his assist- 
ance in keeping the telephone tax 
at 6 per cent instead of raising it 
to 10 per cent, as proposed. The 
saving to telephone users he esti- 
mated as being between 35 and 40 
million dollars. In closing, Mr. 
Pitcher referred briefly to the wage- 
hour act and recommended that all 
telephone companies abide by its 
provisions. 

The Tuesday morning session 
opened with an address by H. S. 
Sheperd, apparatus staff engineer of 
the Bell Telephone Laboratories, 
New York, N. Y. The speaker added 
interest to his remarks on “The Use 
of Substitute Materials” by exhibit- 
ing many items affected—from tele- 
phones to hardware. 

Zine, one of the critical metals, 
Mr. Sheperd pointed out, is much 
used in telephone work. Of the total 
U. S. annual production of zinc 
(900,000 tons) the Bell System has 
been using 9,000 tons (1 per cent of 
the total) but by the use of substi- 
tute materials has reduced its con- 
sumption to 1,700 tons. 

U. S. production of aluminum for 
1941 will be 350,000 tons and next 
year’s production is expected to be 
increased to 415,000 tons. On this 
scarce item of materials essential to 
national defense the Bell System has 
cut its usage from 1,200 to 300 tons, 
the speaker stated. By the use of 

(Please turn to page 31) 
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SOUTH CAROLINA ASSOCIATION 
Holds Annual Mecting 


Independent telephone com- 

panies in the Palmetto state met 
at Lafayette Manor, Myrtle Beach, 
S. C., November 3 and 4 for the 
seventh annual convention of the 
South Carolina Independent Tele- 
phone Association. One of the out- 
standing features of the convention 
was the story, told by S. B. Green of 
Sumter, of the project involved in 
furnishing telephone service for the 
Army Air Corps Basic Flying School 
in Sumter, one of only two military 
bases in the country where communi- 
cation facilities are provided by the 
local company. 


F vincepende: and managers of 


Officers elected for the ensuing 
year are as follows: President, T. C. 
Thomasson, secretary of the Lan- 
caster Telephone Co., Lancaster; 
vice president, R. S. DuRant, of the 
Central Carolina Telephone Co., 
Beaufort; secretary-treasurer, H. L. 
Draper, of the Central Carolina Tele- 





phone Co., Sumter. Other directors 
are: S. L. Bell, Chester; F. S. 
Barnes, Rock Hill; C. B. Barksdale, 
Greenwood; A. O. Bolen, Swanseo; 
S. A. George, Lexington; R. G. Tren- 
holm, Georgetown; and L. E. Winget, 
Sumter. 

The manufacturers’ exhibits were 
modest but adequate, and were 
visited by all delegates. 

The convention opened Monday 
afternoon, November 3, with a wel- 
coming address by President F. S. 
Barnes, in which he told of the ac- 
tivities of the association in the past 
year. H. L. Draper, of Sumter, re- 
ported for the secretary’s office and 
Treasurer J. C. Thomasson showed [his genial southern gentleman is FRANK S$ 
the organization to be in excellent ge Rock Hill, who addressed the South Caro- 

ina convention as retiring president of the 
financial condition. association. 

“National Activities in Review” 
was the subject of an address by 
Louis Pitcher, Chicago, executive 
vice-president of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association. 


After touching briefly upon the in- 
ternational situation which is upper- 
most in the minds of everyone today, 
he discussed important aspects of 
the problems involving priorities, 
allocations and rationing of tele- 
phone service. 


Mr. Pitcher reported that since the 
launching of the National Defense 
Program 750 private branch ex- 
changes have been installed by the 
army; this includes the stringing of 
1,250,000 miles of wire and the in- 
stallation of 200,000 telephones The 
speaker concluded his address with 
a discussion on the wage-hour act 
and the 6 per cent telephone tax. 


Next followed a most interesting 
talk on “Telephone Service for an 
Army Air-Base,” by S. B. Green, of 
the Southern Continental Telephone 
Co., Sumter, in which the speaker 
presented many interesting facts 
pertaining to the huge air-base, cov- 








Officials and some directors of the South Carolina association, left to right: A. G. TRENHOLM, George- 

town; T. C. THOMASSON, Lancaster, president-elect of association; F. S. BARNES, Rock Hill, retiring 

president; R. S. DURANT, Southern Pines, N. C., new vice president; A. O. BOLEN, Swansea, and H. L. 
DRAPER, secretary-treasurer of association. 
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* The other is located at the Baer Field 
Army air-base (see TELEPHONY, August 9, 
page 26) where telephone service is fur- 
nished by the Home Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., of Fort Wayne, Ind 
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Photographed at the South Carolina convention are 
(left to right): MRS. G. R. HUNTER, Rock Hill; 


CARRIE MAY JONES, Florence; MRS. W. R. 
LONG, Rock Hill; MRS. E. M. GARDNER, Rock 
Hill, and MRS. J. C. WILSON, Rock Hill. 


ering 3,300 acres of land and located 
eight miles west of Sumter, adjacent 
to U. S. 76—a base which is said to 
have cost the government $5,000,000. 

This is one of only two military 
bases in the United States in which 
the army does not furnish its own 
telephone service.” The army does 
furnish its own operators, however, 
for all military communication 
services. 


Excerpts from Mr. Green’s paper 
follow: 

“Shaw Field is named in honor of 
Lt. Irvin Shaw, a Sumter aviator 
killed in the last war. Although a 
considerable number of officers and 
non-commissioned officers will live in 
Sumter, most of the cadets and sol- 
diers will be housed at the field. 


“During the period of construction 
our company has provided temporary 
telephone service through a manual 
P.B.X. board located at an old plan- 
tation home called Cherryvale, which 
is about three miles from the build- 
ing area on Shaw Field. We have 
built an entirely new pole line from 
Sumter to Cherryvale and from 
Cherryvale to Shaw Field building 
area; at present we are furnishing 
nine trunk circuits, several printer 
circuits and some 50 or 60 telephones 
connected to the P.B.X. switchboard. 


“We are to be reimbursed for the 
full cost of the temporary construc- 
tion less such material as we are 
able to use in place or salvage. 

“The construction of Shaw Field 
has afforded employment to several 
thousand people and there has been 
a considerable influx of new resi- 
dents to Sumter, creating quite a 
housing problem and taxing our 
facilities for telephone service. There 
are under construction in Sumter 
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several large apartment houses and 
perhaps two or three hundred resi- 
dences which will relieve the housing 
situation to some extent. 

“We are extending and enlarging 
our telephone facilities and will be 
able to take care of a considerable 


increase in business. Had we not 
ordered the material for these ex- 
tensions several months ago, we 


would probably not be able to fill the 
demands for service. 

“Now as to the permanent tele- 
phone plant. We are placing on poles 
about 5'% miles of 51-pair 19-gauge 
lead-covered cable extending from 
Sumter to a point about 1,500 feet 
from the Shaw Field limits. From 
this point to the telephone building 
on Shaw Field, we will place under- 
ground about 3'% miles of 51-pair, 
19-gauge lead-covered and tape-ar- 
mored cable. We expect to contract 
the work of digging the ditch, laying 
the cable and back-filling. Cable for 
the post distribution system will be 
placed on poles owned by the govern- 
ment and used also for electric serv- 
ice distribution. 

“Our arrangement with the army 
provides that the army pay 100 per 





We Are Grateful! 


TELEPHONY is indebted to 
Norman M. Shenk, of Chicago, 
for the photographs used in 
this issue to illustrate the 
North Carolina and South 
Carolina convention reports. 
Pictures always tell a_ story 
quicker than words and we are 
sincerely grateful for Mr. 
Shenk’s cooperation and per- 
sistent efforts to “snap” per- 
sons attending the conventions 
in order that we might repro- 
duce as many of them in 
TELEPHONY as space permits. 

The reports of the North and 
South Carolina conventions 
were prepared by H. D. Fargo, 
St. 











equipment with 10 per cent trunking, 
designed to permit expansion to 400 
lines and 15 per cent trunking. There 
will also be a two-position attend- 
ant’s switchboard. Initially we are 
to provide 20 trunks from our Sum- 
ter central office to the Shaw Field 
equipment and will also install 12 pay 





Photographed at the South Carolina convention are (left to right): THOMAS CROUCH, Columbia; 


B. H. BARRE, chief engineer, South Carolina Public Service Commission: 


LOUIS PITCHER, Chicago, 


executive vice president, United States telephone association; J. W. WOLF, member of South Carolina 
commission; G. B. FOSCUE, Chicago, and J. C. DARBY, South Carolina commissioner. 


cent of the cost of some of the per- 
manent outside plant, 75 per cent of 
other parts, and so on. All mainte- 
nance will be cared for by the tele- 
phone company and on such parts as 
have been paid for by the govern- 
ment, we will bill them for this 
service. Quite an accounting prob- 
lem has been presented, both in the 
original construction and ‘upkeep of 
the cable plant at the post. 

“The central office equipment will 
consist of 200 lines of automatic 


stations connected directly to 
Sumter central office. 

“Other miscellaneous services will 
include a number of printers for 
telegraph companies, for the army 
itself and for weather service. 

“Separate from the central office 
equipment will be a _ one-position 
switchboard for fire reporting and 
we will also furnish equipment for 
‘crash alarm’ service. The fire and 
crash alarm equipment will be sepa- 

(Please 


the 


turn to page 30) 
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LETS BE THANKFUL! 


By MAYME WORKMAN 


Traffic Supervisor, 
The Illinois Telephone Association 


N THIS ever-changing world it is 

refreshing to look backward over a 

period of years to develop a true 
sense of appreciation of the abundant 
privileges we enjoy as American citi- 
zens in this great country of ours, 
God’s Country, our native land of which 
Sir Walter Scott said in his “Lay of 
the Last Minstrel”: 

“Breathes there a man, with soul so 
dead, who never to himself has said, 
This is my own, my native land?” 

To be sure we have had duststorms, 
droughts, floods and depressions; taxes 
and more taxes, business problems and 
labor problems; but in summing it all 
up, we are still living in God’s Country, 
the best country in the universe. 

In looking backward for a century 
we find that, in 1841, 13 states made up 
the Union with a population of about 
one-eighth that of the present, and we 
had no outlying possessions then, not 
even Alaska. 

Illinois had been a state for 23 years, 
with a population of not quite half a 


million. Chicago, now the second city 
of America and the greatest railroad 
center of the world, was a thriving 
community of about 5,000. Gold had not 
yet been discovered in California. 

More than half our territory west of 
the Mississippi had not yet been ac- 
quired and the slogan was “fifty-four 
forty or fight.” We think of those old 
pioneers as a fighting lot; but they had 
only one war in 50 years of inde- 
pendence, while we have had four in 
our country with the prospect of 
facing another. 

Aside from our religious conceptions 
which are centuries old, about every- 
thing worth while has developed within 
the 150 years and most of it within the 
last century. There are many people 
living today who have seen about every- 
thing we now use either newly invented 
or so greatly improved as to be essen- 
tially new within their own recollection. 

It was a pretty drab world back there 
in 1841! No radio, no telephone, no 
mail delivery, no daily paper. No auto- 
mobile on the highways, no washing 





precious fish. 





Best Story of the Week—What's Yours? 

This strictly “‘off the record” story of a most unethical business man— 
at least where the telephone company is concerned 
L. Matson’s column in the Wisconsin State Journal. It seems that the 
business man was preparing to lock up his office for the duration of a 
vacation, when he suddenly remembered his goldfish and the necessity 
of their being fed during his absence. He hardly dared ask his friends 
to drop in now and then to sprinkle out a little fish food, so he went 
into a “deep purple mood” before he finally reached a solution. 

He took a long, narrow piece of cardboard and curled it into a spoon- 
like business with tiny holes punched in the bottom of the spoonlike 
portion. Then he took the cover off his telephone box (which is against 
company regulations), taped the end of the cardboard to the bell clapper 
(also forbidden), filled the cardboard spoon with fish food, plunked the 
fish bowl on the floor beneath, put on his hat, and went on his vacation. 

Then, every night while he was gone, he called his office long distance 
and every night he waited and finally the operator would say, “They 
do not answer.”” He knew very well they wouldn’t answer, but he knew, 
too, that the ring of the bell was shaking out the evening meal for his 


They all looked fine when he got back. 
But they probably wouldn’t look that way long if the telephone com- 


pany ever discovered the address . . . and sent over the office cat. 





is taken from Roy 








machine, refrigerator or vacuum clean- 
er—not even a sewing machine. 

There wasn’t a library in the United 
States. A hundred years ago in Ameri- 
ca nearly all the furniture was of 
crude, home-made construction or im- 
ported from England. There was one 
hat factory, and that made cocked hats. 

Beef, pork, salt fish, potatoes and 
hominy were the staple diet all the year 
round. When a man had enough to eat 
he placed his spoon across his cup to 
indicate that he wanted no more. 
Crockery plates were objected to be- 
cause they dulled the knives. 

Truly we have come a long way in 
the last century. 

All of which brings us to “Thanks- 
giving,” a day set apart annually by 
proclamation of the President and by 
the governors of the various states for 
giving thanks to God for the favors 
and mercies of the year past. It owes 
its origin to the Pilgrim Fathers. De- 
spite the lean harvest of the summer 
of 1621, Governor Wm. Bradford of 
the Plymouth colony decreed a day of 
thanksgiving and rejoicing after the 
scanty crop had been gathered in. 

In reviewing the events of the year, 
we all have cause to be thankful— 
thankful for our heritage, our country, 
our freedom and our liberty. 

So—Let’s be thankful! 


Questions and Answers 

1. What do the initials “RX” stand 
for and what do they mean? 

2. Should we expect the toll center to 
report overtime, if any, on our toll 
calls? We have no Calculagraph. 

3. Should we always hold our party on 
the line regardless of how soon the 
toll center takes our ticket? Some- 
times the subscriber hangs up and 
it is several minutes before the 
operator takes our ticket. 

4. If a station is barred from toll is 
it O.K. to ring the number on an 
Inward paid call? 

5. When a disconnect appears on the 
back cord only, on a local call, what 
action should be taken by the 
operator? 

(The answers to these traffic ques- 

tions will be found on page 26.) 
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I HE new Cook Uniflex Cable Terminals are assembled to order—not 
made to order. By designing a standard terminal frame adaptable to all sizes, 


Mass Production Efficiency can be applied to the fabrication of all Uniflex 
Terminal parts. 


Assembled to your order for capacities ranging from 26 pairs to 200 pairs 
or more, for pole cable mounting in can or pole house and for inside terminating 
in horizontal or vertical tandem arrangement. Most important, assemblies 
can be made on a moment's notice to your order, with standard parts to 
accommodate all cable terminating conditions. 


Quotations and terminal layouts will be gladly furnished upon request. 


Uniflex Cable Terminals are sold by all telephone manufacturers 
supply houses. 


COOK ELECTRIC COMPANY 


2700 SOUTHPORT AVENUE + CHICAGO 


and 
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A347 PRODUCTION 





s Built up of 

U ri l £ ] e x standard units 
to produce com- 

CABLE TERMINAL | Petey fsb 
unprotected 

cable terminals for pole mounting in wood or 
metal pole houses or for pedestal mounting in 
underground or parkway cable distribution sys- 
tems. Units can be quickly added together to 
furnish cable termination of almost any size, 
arrangement and dimension. Triangular design of 
heavy galvanized steel cable chamber makes for 
adequate interior space for cable forming and 
connecting. Bakelite face plates, fitted with non- 
corrosive studs, are clamped and gasket sealed 
on one or more sides of chamber when required 


for 52 pairs in pole, wall or cabinet mounting. 
Can take three 


plates of 78 
pairs for pede- 
stal mounting. 
Face plates have 
One piece 
moulded fan- 
ning strips with 
white number- 
ing strips for 
identification 
markings. Bot- 
tom plate ac- 
commodates two 
or more self- 
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soldering no z- 
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zles. Each unit 
only 121/," high. 
Scores of other 
new features. 
Write for com 
plete details, 














Defense Aid, 
Qual 


In common with American industry, Automatic Electric Company is 


doing its part in conserving supplies of strategically vital materials. This 
means the adoption of alternate materials and methods wherever they can 


be satisfactorily used. 


But communication is too vital a service to permit lowering of standards. 
Accordingly, we set it as a primary objective that we should not relax a 
fraction from established Automatic Electric quality. We would still give 


our customers what they have come to expect and rely upon. 


To do this, our research and development engineers, aided by outside 
consultants, have spent long hours looking for satisfactory alternate materials. 
They have tested newly developed metals, plastics and processes — deter- 


mined not only to maintain quality, but to improve it where possible. 
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AUTO MATIL 


ORIGINATORS AND DEVELOPERS OF STROWGER 





MAKERS OF TELEPHONE, SIGNAILI 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, ! 











Export Distributors: AUTOMATION 
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NC SALES COMPANY, LIMITED 


y Maintained 


And their efforts have met with surprising success. With minor excep- 
tions, alternate materials have been found which are fully the equal of those 
previously used. And in many instances, our technicians have found new 
alloys and other materials which actually bring to products already famous 
for reliability and long life, improved performance and superior lasting 


qualities ! 


Thus Automatic Electric's efforts have been doubly beneficial. They have 
helped the defense effort — by releasing critical materials for military use. 
And they have helped telephone companies—by generally maintaining, and 
even in some cases improving, the quality and performance of the products 


so vital to their business. 
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WACHINE SWITCHING AUTOMATIC DIAL SYSTEMS 
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E THANK E. H. Potter, Re- 
production Bureau, New York 
Telephone Co., New York City, 
for his interest in the item mentioned 
in this department in the issue of 
August 30 in which a method was de- 
scribed for inserting special informa- 
tion on the number plate of a dial. This 
item described a system of lettering 


CorRNING 
320 
EXTENSION 37 
PNT 21 APB 


AVC 22 OFC 
FNS 23 HDW2 
JWS 24 HDW 
101 07,5 Caue-A- am | 410) 2 





designed by a draftsman on a large 
scale and then, after reducing to the 
proper size, reproducing the number 
desired on a photostat machine. 

Mr. Potter states: “This is a prac- 
tice we followed until a year or so ago. 
However, we found that this method 
required considerable drafting time; 
therefore, we developed a_ different 
practice which has proved highly satis- 
factory. We are now using a menu 
board, measuring 22 inches square 
which makes use of removable charac- 
ters. This eliminates the drafting 
work entirely. After the information is 
set up on the board, it is photographed. 
using an 8 by 10 view camera equipped 
with a multiple back which permits the 
making of nine exposures on a 5 by 7 
film. The picture of the board and a 
set of number plates are cnclosed. 
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This is an excellent idea and one 
which can be advantageously used by 
anyone having a need to provide dial 
number plates with special information. 


I recently enjoyed a pleasant talk 
with William M. Coulter, manager, 
Continental Rubber Works, Baltimore, 
Md., with reference to their new rubber 
insulators developed for use on open 
wire lines. There is no doubt that these 
insulators may be used to advantage 
in all locations where for any reason 
the breakage of glass insulators may 
prove excessive. 


It has been noted that many ship- 
ments of telephone supplies and equip- 
ment have recently been seriously 
damaged in transit. This applies to 
both rail and boat transportation. This 
excessive breakage may no doubt be 
traced to the fact that a tremendous 
amount of freight is now being moved 
with speed and by inexperienced work- 
men. In view of this, extra precautions 
should be taken to pack all shipments 
carefully and inspect them immedi- 
ately and thoroughly at the point of 
destination. 


Two cases have recently been 
brought to our attention where men 
have been killed instantly by attempt- 
ing to syphon gasoline from a car by 
sucking on a length of rubber hose 
to start the flow. 

I have done the same thing many 
times and received a mouth full of 
gasoline, and perhaps you have also 
had the same experience, but I never 
realized there was the slightest danger 
in the practice. I wonder why our 
safety-first people, who are usually so 
thorough in all things, have not warned 
us in this connection? 


If you must syphon gasoline from a 
car, first insert the hose in the tank 
as far as it will go, pinch the end shut 
with a pair of pliers and draw the hose 
out and down until the end is lower 
than the tank, release and the liquid 
will flow. 


The material branch of the office of 
the Chief Signal Officer in Washington, 
D. C.—of which the plant division 
where I work is a part—has moved to 
Temporary Building ‘‘M,” located on 
26th Street, north of Constitution 
Avenue. (This is next door to a 
brewery located near the statue of 
William Jennings Bryan.) 


I enjoyed a visit with M. H. Ralph 
of the Washington office of the Inter- 
national Telephone & Radio Manu- 
facturing Corp. Mr. Ralph weathered 
the civil war in Spain where he was 
on duty on telephone work for his com- 
pany and was in Paris for four months 
after the German occupation. 

When the story of this war is writ- 
ten, it is hoped that telephone men of 
all countries receive credit due them in 
order that the world may know how 
they have served their country in times 
of peril. 





ALL-METAL BATTERY RACKS: Some 
telephone men may not realize fully 
the numerous advantages that may be 
vained by the use of the all-metal bat- 
tery racks, which may be obtained from 
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This three-tier installation of all-metal battery racks saves floor space. 


battery manufacturers at a reasonable 
cost. These racks have proved ideal for 
the installation of the glass jar, sealed- 
type battery. This rack, while con- 
structed of metal, is provided with rub- 
ber strips to prevent the glass jars from 
coming in direct contact with the metal 
parts. 


This type of rack, when used for a 
26-cell battery, may be of the step type 
or the three-tier variety as indicated in 
the accompanying photograph. The lat- 
ter type has an advantage in that it 
does not require as much floor space as 
the step type. Either type 
ideal installation. 


makes an 





SPECIAL GUYING METHODS: Most of us are familiar with the fact that the more lead 


given a guy—i.e., 
power it will have. 
a corner (left). 


the greater distance the anchor is located from the pole—the more holding 
However, space does not always permit proper lead on a guy to hold 
Such guys generally cause the corner to give and place slack in the line. These 


corners may be properly constructed by the use of a guy with a truss effect brace as shown 


in photograph on right. 


This type of guy is not expensive and presents no difficulty to 


install. This arrangement should be used to guy all special corners of this type. 
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Read this user's verification of Davidson 
Cable Hanger merits. "Cable does not 
steepest grade and as for 
looks, no job with other type of hangers 
can compete with Davidson hanger job. 
Protection from lightning is much more 
efficient.” Let us tell you how Davidson 
Hangers will materially reduce mainte- 
nance costs of your aerial cable plant. 
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on request. 
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BRIEFS FILED IN PROPOSED 
KEYSTONE PROPERTY SALE 


N A BRIEF and proposed findings 

submitted to the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, October 31, by the 
New Jersey Bell Telephone Co., it was 
contended that the acquisition of the 
Keystone Telephone Co., Philadelphia, 
Pa., and its two subsidiaries in southern 
New Jersey by the New Jersey Bell- 
through the latter’s purchase of the 
capital stock of the Imperial Securities 
Co., which controls the Keystone system 

will be of advantage to telephone 
users and in the public interest through 
the elimination of duplicate service. 

The only opposition came from 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. which stated it 
was not objecting to such a consolida- 
tion providing the business telephone 
rates and service continued as under 
the Keystone system, together with 
adequate compensation for its 
privately-owned PBX equipment. 

The New Jersey Bell stressed that 
the consolidation of the physical 
properties of the Keystone and Bell 
companies will result in unified and 
comprehensive telephone service fur- 
nished by the Bell in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania instead of the competitive 
present arrangement, with the state 
commissions and the FCC having com- 
plete regulation. All telephone users 
outside the present competitive area 
will have access to the Keystone tele- 
phones rather than only to the Bell 
telephones, and the expense of operat- 
ing and maintaining duplicate tele- 
phone service and facilities will be 
eliminated. 

It was further pointed out that 
service will be furnished under single 
and uniform rate schedules in each 
state, and “‘no increase in rates on ac- 
count of the consolidation is con- 
templated on the part of the Bell com- 
panies.” The charges of the majority 
of the Keystone subscribers for unified 
local service at the present Bell System 
rates would be less than the charges 
they now pay for duplicate service, it 
was stated. 

The contentions of the New Jersey 
sell were filed with the FCC by Frank- 
land Briggs, vice president and gen- 
eral counsel; Frederick W. Nixon, and 
John B. King. 


It was represented that courts and 
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commissions have universally approved 
the elimination of duplicate telephone 
service, including some cases relating 
to the Keystone subsidiary in New 
Jersey, the Eastern Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. The brief stated that the 
New Jersey Bell was unquestionably 
able to acquire the stock of the Im- 
perial Securities Co., and that the 
prices which are proposed +to be paid 
for that stock and the plant of the 
Keystone system are “‘reasonable.”’ The 
purchase price is $2,116,265 for the 
stock of Imperial Securities, a subsidi- 
ary of Theodore Gary & Co. 

It was pointed out that the FCC, in 
approving the elimination of duplicate 
service on the part of the Pennsylvania 
Bell and the Pennsylvania Telephone 
Corp. at Johnstown in 1937, had 
stressed the benefits to the telephone 
user. The New Jersey Bell brief re- 
lated that in the elimination of dupli- 
cate service much of the _ property 
purchased cannot be used by the pur- 
chasing companies and has to be retired 
from service. The “improvement of the 
service rendered to the public” is the 
controlling factor in the Keystone case, 
rather than the value of the property, 
it was stated. 

The New Jersey Bell and the Penn- 
sylvania Bell expressed themselves as 
willing “to amortize through income 
rather than through operating expenses 
the cost of acquiring the Keystone sys- 


tem property not retained in service 
after the unification.” 

A majority of the Keystone sub- 
scribers, both in Philadelphia and in 
New Jersey, would obtain an immedi- 
ate financial advantage from the Key- 
stone elimination, it was declared, 
paying less for unified service then 
they now do for the services of the 
two companies, over 9,000 out of the 
approximately 16,200 Keystone sub- 
scribers in the two states realizing a 
reduction in their total charges. 

Of the remaining subscribers a large 
number would have their charges un- 
changed, and those who would have 
their costs increased consist principally 
of PBX subscribers with a large mes- 
sage usage. Only a few of this latter 
small group have complained, the brief 
added, because most of the large busi- 
ness users realize the benefit to be 
derived from unified service. 

Scores of commission and court cases 
were cited to uphold the theory that 
competition between public utilities 
constituted a needless waste and exces- 
sive operating costs with injury to the 
public. The brief declared that compe- 
tition in the case of telephone com- 
panies is particularly contrary to the 
public interest, not only due to the 
waste but because it imposes a nuisance 
and inconvenience on the public in 
making complete and comprehensive 
service impossible without subscribing 
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to both competitive systems. Excerpts 
from leading public utilities textbooks, 
and from Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
commission were quoted at 
length in the brief. 

“It is estimated that Keystone system 
plant having a total reported book 
cost of approximately $18,500,000 
would be retired from telephone serv- 
ice,” the brief continued. ‘With the 
elimination of this duplicate plant 
there would be eliminated, obviously, 
the operating costs of maintaining it 
and providing for its depreciation. 
There would be eliminated the 
necessity for duplicate commercial, 
accounting and other general corporate 
expenses.” 

“The portion of the public to which 
the Keystone system service is finan- 
cially attractive,’’ continued the brief, 
“consists of a relatively small group of 
business subscribers in the competitive 


cases, 


also 


area who have occasion to make large 
numbers of calls to the limited number 
of subscribers connected to the Key- 
stone system. The service offers little 
appeal to the general telephone-using 
public.” 

In Philadelphia, Keystone offers local 
business service at flat rates to com- 
pete with the message rates of Penn- 
sylvania Bell. In the competitive area 
in New Jersey, the flat rates of Eastern 
for local business service are somewhat 
lower than those of the applicant (New 
Jersey Bell). 

Pennsylvania Bell has more than 
465,000 telephones in Philadelphia and 
vicinity; Keystone has approximately 
47,000. Applicant has approximately 
37,000 telephones in the competitive 
area in New Jersey, and Eastern has 
about 5,000. 

More than 60 per cent of Pennsyl- 
vania Bell telephones and 65 per cent 
of those of the applicant are residence 
stations. More than 98 per cent of the 
Keystone telephones, or in excess of 
46,000, and approximately 74 per cent 
of Eastern’s, or about 3,700, are busi- 
ness telephones. In addition, Keystone 
connects with approximately 5,900 
business telephones owned by its sub- 
scribers in Pennsylvania. 

The brief stated that notwithstand- 
ing the rates of the Keystone system, 
it has a minority not only of the total 
telephones but also of the business tele- 
phones in the competitive area. There 
are more than 180,000 Pennsylvania 
Bell business telephones in Philadelphia 
and vicinity, and almost 13,000 of the 
applicant in the New Jersey competi- 
tive area, or almost four times as many 
as those of the Keystone companies in 
each state. 

After noting that the message use 
of business subscribers as a class is 
greater than that of residence sub- 
scribers, the brief stated that a com- 
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paratively large proportion of Keystone 
customers are subscribers to private 
branch exchange service—about 10,100 
or 20 per cent of the total Keystone 
telephones in Philadelphia are used by 
45 Keystone PBX subscribers, who own 
their own equipment in whole or in 
part. 

The brief then brought out that al- 
though Keystone lost 2,900 customers 
between 1917 and 1940, it gained over 
10,200 PBX stations and extension 
stations, and declared this fact shows 
a large number of messages used by 
Keystone subscribers obviously do not 
reach the large majority of telephone 
users who subscribe only to Bell serv- 
ice. While the Keystone system has 
catered to a special group of business 
customers, the New Jersey Bell and 
the Pennsylvania Bell have assumed 
the entire burden of rendering a com- 
plete telephone service in the competi- 
tive area, it was contended. 

In its brief, Sears, Roebuck & Co. 
contended that the telephone service in 
Philadelphia would not be improved 
because Keystone had been operating 
a specialized service for business firms 
with all the latest technological ad- 
vances, which it claimed were ahead of 
the Bell System. While the consolida- 
tion with the Bell of Pennsylvania will 
bring a rate increase based on the 
elimination of duplicate service, the 
Sears brief asserted that there was 
actually no duplication because 99 per 
cent of the Keystone traffic consists of 
business calls. Commendation was 
made of the special services offered by 
Keystone. 

If the Keystone system is eliminated, 
Sears Roebuck declared, no means 
would be available for subscribers to 
secure such services. ‘‘The Bell System 
has not made communications services 
or equipment, reflecting technical ad- 
vances, available to the public as 
promptly or as fully as the Keystone 
service,” it was declared, “and has 
given no assurance to the public now 
served by Keystone or to the FCC that 
it will do so in the future.” 

If the Keystone service is eliminated, 
the cost to Sears Roebuck of replacing 
present unlimited service would be 
$10,000 annually and the total annual 
increased cost as a result of the change- 
over would be $18,700, the brief con- 
tended. The Bell has not offered a 
fair price for Sears’ privately-owned 
equipment, it was stated, nor will it 
consent to connect its service with such 
PBX equipment unless owned by it. 

The Sears Roebuck brief, filed by 
Alfred L. Wolf and Bernard Eskin, 
raised the final point that it was not 
in the interest of the public or national 
defense to eliminate a supplementary 
telephone system in a crowded com- 
munity at this time. 
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Bell System Files Views on 
Continuing Property Record 

The American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. and its associated companies 
filed with the Federal Communications 
Commission, November 4, their opinions 
on the proposed regulations for the 
continuing property record accounting 
drafted by the accounting committee 
of the National Association of Rail- 
road & Utilities Commissioners. It was 
expected the United States Independent 
Telephone Association would soon sub- 
mit its views. 

Before issuing a final decision, the 
FCC and NARUC committee will un- 
doubtedly hold a conference with the 
telephone industry. It was reported 
that the A. T. & T. contends that 
present methods used by the telephone 
industry in maintaining continuing 
property record accounts should be dis- 
turbed as little as possible because the 
requirement of too much detail would 
cause burdensome accounting. 


—-— 7 


General FCC Probe 
Of Leased Wire Charges 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission has broadened the scope of the 
Transradio Press complaint against the 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
in the matter of leased wire press rates 
and service. The commission, on Octo- 
ber 14, instituted an investigation on 
its own motion into the lawfulness of 
A. T. & T. interstate and foreign 
press-private line teletype _ rates, 
charges, classifications, regulations, 
practices and services as furnished to 
all press associations, newspapers and 
broadcasting news-gathering agencies. 

Hearing on the general investigation 
of press leased wire rates by the FCC 
will be held January 12. The probe 
will extend into all carriers listed or 
referred to as concurring or connecting 
or other carriers in A. T. & T. tariff 
143 which is the rate schedule under 
inquiry. This would include the Cuban- 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
as well as the Associated Bell com- 
panies. All companies concerned in 
the tariff are made respondents to the 
investigation. 

Press associations and newspapers, 
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together with broadcasting news- 
gathering agencies, are permitted to 
file intervening petitions, if they so 
desire. 

vv 
Bell System Subsidiaries 
To Be Dissolved 

The American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., in an order issued Novem- 
ber 4 by the Federal Communications 
Commission, is given permission to ac- 
quire the assets—aggregating nearly 
$25,000,000 — of the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Companies of 
Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, South 
Carolina and Tennessee. 

All of the stock of these companies 
is already owned by the A. T. & T. Co. 
The parent company, in announcing 
their dissolution, states that no change 
will be created in the method of con- 
trol, maintenance or operation of the 
lines involved. 

Their respective reported assets are 
as follows: Georgia, $6,357,000; Ken- 
tucky, $7,675,430; Mississippi, $1,869,- 
131; South Carolina, $5,147,847; and 
Tennessee, $3,823,079. The commission, 
in approving the acquisition of the as- 
sets of these companies, does not give 
its approval to the values shown there- 
in or to the accounting shown in con- 
nection therewith. 


vv WwW 


Pennsylvania Commission 
Reopens “Time Limit" Case 

The Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission, on September 29, reopened 
the Johnstown “time limit” case for 
the purpose of taking additional testi- 
mony. This is the result of an order 
of the Superior Court of Pennsylvania 
granting the petition of the Pennsyl- 
vania Telephone Corp. requiring the 
commission to reconsider its order for 
discontinuance of the practice of ter- 
minating conversations at the expira- 
tion of six to eight minutes. (See 
TELEPHONY, September 13, page 22.) 

Supplementing the testimony of sev- 
eral prominent operating telephone men 
from Ohio, New York and Pennsyl- 
vania, the telephone company offered 
the favorable testimony of a number 
of Johnstown subscribers and the sig- 
natures of several hundred others voic- 


ing approval of the time limit restric- 
tion. 

The commission, in its order direct- 
ing the discontinuance of the cut-off 
device, maintained that the company is 
discriminating against certain of its 
subscribers in view of the fact that 
the cut-off feature does not apply to 
trunk lines terminating in a private 
branch exchange and on certain lines 
assigned to rotary groups. 


— 


Increases for 56 Exchanges 
Of Commonwealth Company 
The Commonwealth Telephone Co., 
of Madison, providing telephone serv- 
ice in an area 250 miles long and 195 
miles wide, has been authorized by the 
Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
to increase rates at 56 of its 113 ex- 
changes. These increases, which are 
expected to produce added revenues of 
$42,500 a year, will affect the following 
exchanges: 


Adams and Friendship, Adams coun- 
ty; Barron and Rice Lake, Barron 
county; Butternut, Glidden, and 
Mellen, Ashland county; Chilton, Calu- 
met county; Abbotsford, Loyal, and 
Owen, Clark county; Wisconsin Dells, 
Columbia county. 

Eastman, Ferryville, Mt. Sterling, 
Seneca, and Wauzeka, Crawford coun- 
ty; Belleville and Deerfield, Dane coun- 
ty; Marytown, Johnsburg, and S&t. 
Cloud, Fond du Lac county. 

Laona and Wabeno, Forest county; 
Muscoda, Grant county; Brooklyn, 
Green county; Waterloo, Jefferson 
county; Lynden station, Juneau coun- 
ty; Luxemburg, Kewaunee county; 
Argyle and Benton, Lafayette county. 

Montello, Marquette county; Athens, 
Edgar, Fenwood, Marathon, Spencer, 
and Stratford, Marathon county; Gil- 
lett, and Suring, Oconto county; Sey- 
mour, Outagamie county; Fifield and 
Park Falls, Price county; Lime Ridge, 
Spring Green, and Sauk City, Sauk 
county; Winter, Sawyer county; Elk- 
hart Lake, Sheboygan county; Eagle 
River, Vilas county; Springbrook, 
Washburn county. 

Allenton, Jackson, and _ Slinger, 
Washington county; Mapleton and 
North Lake, Waukesha county. 

The commission’s order denied in- 
creases for the following 12 exchanges: 
Oregon, Sun Prairie, Mt. Calvary, New 
Holstein, Kiel, Lake Mills, Prairie du 
Chien, Plymouth, Portage, Reedsburg, 
Richland Center, and Wausau. 

The order results in a slight decrease 
in rates for some subscribers at Wau- 
sau by requiring a change in the base 
rate areas. 

The company had asked authority to 
increase rates at 68 exchanges to pro- 
duce about $75,000 a year in additional 
revenue to cover additional operating 
expenses of $72,000. At the outset, 
said the commission, it must be de- 
termined whether the fixation of rea- 
sonable rates should be made on a 
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system-wide basis or on the basis of the 
local exchange areas involved. 

In its findings the commission states 
that the Commonwealth Telephone Co. 
does not own an extensive toll system. 
Its exchanges are scattered throughout 
the state and few are inter-connected 
by company-owned toll lines. It was 
therefore, the opinion of the commis- 
sion that no showing had been made of 
a community of interest to justify 
treatment of the rate case on a system- 
wide basis. 

“Tt hardly appears reasonable,” said 
the commission, “that the city of Wau- 
sau, for instance, should be burdened 
with the cost of furnishing service to 
distant exchanges having no commun- 
ity of interest with Wausau.” 

The commission used a rate base of 
$3,777,201 for the 68 exchanges af- 
fected by this order. 


— 


New Rates for Dial 
Service at Morristown, Ohio 


The & Morristown Tele- 
phone Co., of Fairview, has been au- 
thorized by the Ohio Public Utilities 
Commission to file a schedule providing 
for the inauguration January 1, 1942 
of automatic service in its Morristown 
exchange at the following rates: 


Fairview 


Business independent line, $3.50; 
business two-party, $3.25; business 


four-party, $3.00; business rural, $3.00. 
Residence independent, $2.50; residence 
two-party, $2.25; residence, four-party, 
$1.75; residence rural, $1.75. 
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Rate Increase For 
Three Nebraska Exchanges 

The Nebraska State Railway Com- 
mission, on October 28, authorized the 
Milburn & Anselmo Telephone Co. of 
Merna to increase rates 15 cents a 
month at its exchanges at Anselmo, 
Merna and Brewster. Where sub- 
scribers own their own stations the new 
rates are: Business, $1.90; individual 
residence, $1.55; party residence, $1.30; 
rural, $1.15. Where the subscriber is 
served by company-owned stations the 
rates are: Business, $2.15; individual 
residence, $1.80; party residence, $1.55, 
and rural, $1.40. 

The commission found that the com- 
pany had been operating at inadequate 
rates, and that a hearing on the peti- 
tion was not necessary. The new 
schedule is to become effective January 
1, but if any person objects to the new 
rates, opportunity for a hearing will be 
given. 

The company application contained a 
statement, in support of its request for 
increased rates, that it proposed to 
absorb the 6 per cent federal tax on 
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exchange service. The commission held 
that as this was a tax levied upon the 
individual and not the company it was 
not a matter to be considered in de- 
termining what rates may properly be 
charged, and that since it had no juris- 
diction, no ruling would be made. 


_— ow 


7,000 Telephone Workers Seek 
20 Per Cent Increase 


The Southwestern Bell 
Workers’ Union, an independent or- 
ganization, recently began negotiations 
for a 20 per cent wage increase for 
7,000 employes, including telephone in- 
stallers, repair men and cable splicers. 


Telephone 


The wage provisions of the existing 
agreement expire December 1, and 
working condition and hour clauses ex- 
pire December 31. 


— + 


Summary of Commission 
Hearings and Rulings 


California Railroad Commission 

October 9: The commission author- 
ized the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. to carry out its plan to issue and 
sell under rights, $65,625,000 par of 
common stock. In writing the order, 
the commission states it does not intend 
to take the dividend policy of the com- 
pany as to common into account in 
fixing rate of return. 


Illinois Commerce Commission 
November 12: Hearing at Chicago 
in the matter of proposed advance in 
rates filed by the Illinois Bell Tele- 
phone Co. for Forest Park and River 
Forest. 


Indiana Public Service Commission 


October 10: Application filed by the 
Carroll County Telephone Co. for new 
and increased rate schedules for Delphi 
and Idaville. 


October 15: Application filed by 
W. W. Thomas, of Roachdale, for au- 
thority to merge the telephone plants 
at Fillmore, Putnamville, and Eminence 
into the Thomas Telephone Corp. and 
to issue common stock in payment 
therefor; also for the corporation, to- 
gether with the Cloverdale Telephone 
Co. and the Bainbridge Telephone Co. 
to merge into the Roachdale Telephone 
Co., and for the surviving corporation 
to issue first mortgage 5 per cent bonds 
in the amount of $30,000. The petition 
also asks permission for the Cloverdale 
Telephone Co. to build into the com- 
munity of Quincy and furnish service 
at rates in effect in Cloverdale. 

October 20: The Waldron Telephone 
Co., Ine., has been granted authority 
to transfer under mortgage sale all of 
its rights, powers, franchises, real es- 
tate and personal property to the Home 
Telephone Co. of Waldron. 

October 20: Wm. Exner, doing busi- 
ness as the Belmont Telephone Ex- 
change, has been authorized to sell and 
the Union Telephone Co., of Greenfield, 
to buy the telephone plant at Belmont. 

October 20: Permission granted to 
the Foster & Covington Telephone Co. 
to sell its property to the Fountain 
Telephone Co., of Covington, and to 
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abandon the exchange located in the 
town of Foster. 


Kansas Corporation Commission 

October 30: The commission granted 
the application of the Glen Elder Tele- 
phone Co. for permission to cease op- 
erating a toll line between the cities of 
Glen Elder and Hunter. 

November 17: Hearing on complaint 
filed against the Central Telephone 
Co. by the Schiloh Telephone Co., of 
Melvern. 

November 24: Rehearing on appli- 
cation of Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. for permission to file and put into 
effect standard toll rates between Em- 
poria and Saffordville, continued. 


Kentucky Public Service Commission 

October 3: The commission author- 
ized the Lexington Telephone Co., of 
Lexington, to issue $800,000 of new 
stock in a refinancing plan that it said 
would save $6,400 annually in interest. 
The order permits the Lexington com- 
pany to issue 8,000 shares of 5.2 per 
cent annual dividend cumulative pre- 
ferred stock, par value $100, to net the 
company $102.50 a share. The pro- 
ceeds are to be used to retire 8,000 
shares of similar stock bearing 6 per 
cent interest. 


Missouri Public Service Commission 

November 8: Joint application filed 
by the Missouri Union Telephone Co. 
for permission to sell and Walter B. 
Plein and Venola Plein for permission 
to purchase the telephone exchange at 
Iberia, Missouri. 


Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission 

October 30: The commission granted 
the application of the Lakeland Rural 
Telephone Co. for permission to sell 
and the Tri-State Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., of St. Paul, for permission 
to purchase the property of the former 
in W ashington county, consisting of an 
iron wire circuit and instruments con- 
nected therewith, now serving only 
three subscribers. The purchaser is 
authorized to place in effect a gross 
monthly rate of $1.75 ($1.50 net) for 
service to subscribers now served by 
the rural line. 

October 30: The commission granted 
the application of the Grey Cloud Tele- 
phone Co. for permission to sell and 
the Tri-State Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., of Lakeland, for permission to buy 
the property of the former consisting 
of 23.89 miles of iron wire and the in- 
struments connected therewith. All of 
the subscribers of the rural line have 
agreed to accept service from the St. 
Paul Park exchange in the St. Paul 
metropolitan area of the Tri-State 
company. 

November 6: The commission ap- 
proved a new rate schedule for the St. 
Charles exchange of the Tri-State Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. 

November 6: The commission ap- 
proved the sale by the Seavey Tele- 
phone Co. and the purchase by the 
Eastside Telephone Corp., of Isle, of 
the property of the former consisting 
of telephone lines in Aitkin and Mille 
Lacs county. Because of interference 
to rural service by REA power lines 
the stockholders and subscribers of the 
Seavey Telephone Co. voted to sell their 
property to the Eastside Telephone 
Corp., which promises to modernize the 
service. 
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example, 


answered, the operator 
challenging. 





Answers to Traffic Questions on Page 16 


1. The definition of “RX” is “Through Operator”; 
an intermediate office who handles through calls. 

2. When a toll operator tickets and times a call originating at a tribu- 
tary exchange, she will quote the amount of the overtime upon 
request and on calls originating at paystations. 

3. A subscriber should not be held on the line an unreasonable length 
of time as this has a tendency to discourage the subscriber in the 
practice of holding the line. When a tributary eperator experiences 

accept her call, she may say, for 

“There will probably be a slight delay on your call. Will 


delay in having the toll center 


you hold the line or, shall I call you?” or, 
a slight delay on your call. I will call you.” 
4. Some telephone companies establish connections to barred toll tele- 
phones on incoming paid long distance calls while others do not. 
The practice to be followed in this case is a matter to be determined 
by the management of your company. 
5. If only the back supervisory signal lights after the called station has 
should 


a line operator at 


9 


“There will probably be 


disconnect both cords without 





Nebraska State Railway Commission 


November 4: The Union Telephone 
Co., of Blair, filed an application for 
approval of a refinancing operation 
which includes the issuance of $60,000 
of 3.75 per cent bonds to replace $55,- 
000 of 4.5 per cent bonds and a 6 per 
cent note for $5,000. 


November 5: Application filed by 
the Central Electric & Telephone Co., 
Sioux Falls, S. D., for authority to is- 
sue $125,000 of 3% per cent bonds to 
finance purchase of properties of the 
Virginia (Neb.) Telephone Co. 


November 5: Application filed by 
the Central Electric & Telephone Co., 
Sioux Falls, S. D., for authority to 
issue $125,000 of 25-year, 3.75 per 
cent bonds. The company recently 
purchased the exchanges in West Vir- 
ginia at Charles Town, Harper’s Ferry 
and Shepherdstown of the Jefferson 
County Telephone Co., of Bluefield, for 
$145,000, and borrowed the cash to pay 
the $125,000 necessary from the First 
National Bank of Chicago at 2 per cent 
on a short time loan. Proceeds from 
the bond issue will be used to pay off 
this note. 


One of the subsidiaries of the com- 
pany is the Virginia (Neb.) Telephone 
Co., and it is proposed to operate the 
new purchases, which also include 
control of exchanges at Bolivar and 
Ranson, in connection with that cor- 
poration. 


New York Public Service Commission 


November 14: Hearing at Albany 
on petition of George Craig, and Wat- 
kins Glen and the Reading Telephone 
Co. for consent to the transfer of all 
his telephone works and system to 
Harvey Berry, who joins in the peti- 
tion and asks that he be granted a 
certificate of public convenience and 
necessity. 


Ohio Public Utilities Commission 

November 17: Hearing on applica- 
tion of the Northern Ohio Telephone 
Co. for permission to increase rates in 
its Weston exchange. 





Oklahoma Corporation Commission 


November 14: Hearing on applica- 
tion of the Okeene Mutual Telephone 
Co., of Okeene, for an increase of 25 
cents per month for main line stations. 
If granted, this increase will not give 
the company a reasonable return but 
will enable it to operate without a loss, 

S. Christman, general manager of 
the company, claimed in his application. 
He alleged that revenues of the com- 
pany have been approximately $900 per 
month while expenses, including depre- 
ciation, have been $1,000 per month. 
To this should be added taxes of ap- 
proximately $60 per month making 
losses exceed $100 a month, according 
to the petition. The company has in 
excess of 500 telephone stations. 


Tennessee Railroad & Public Utilities 
Commission 


October 9: The commission post- 
poned indefinitely hearing on the order 
requiring the Southern Bell Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. to show cause why 
intrastate long distance rates should 
not be reduced to conform with rates 
for interstate messages. The company 
asked for eight months in which to 
prepare its testimony, asserting that 
present intrastate rates are too low to 
permit an adequate return upon the 
fair value of its property. The com- 
pany estimates that the reduction pro- 
posed would cut its annual revenues 
by $237,000. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 

November 5: The commission has 
approved the purchase by the Common- 
wealth Telephone Co. for $310 of the 
telephone plant and facilities used by 
Ridgeway - Jonesdale - Hollandale Tele- 
phone Co. to serve 14 subscribers in 
Ridgeway and Brigham towns, Iowa 
county. 

November 5: By a decision to which 
Chairman R. W. Peterson has filed a 
dissent, Commissioners Robert A. 
Nixon and W. F. Whitney have au- 
thorized the Eau Claire County Tele- 
phone Co. to extend service to three 
farm homes in Spring Brook town, 
Dunn county. 


TELEPHONY 








the 
Sal 
tha 
a | 
he 

me 
yea 
hac 
eve 
tha 
anc 


tele 
thr 
pas 


Pe 
the 
fat 
on 
Lis 


fin 
an 
de} 
col 
tel 
ope 


Gr 
to 
Wil 


M 
NC 





ore FF ™"s 


= 





XU 


OBITUARY 

ERNEST IRWIN, general agent of 
the Associated Telephone Co., Ltd., 
Santa Monica, Calif., passed away in 
that city, November 3, as a result of 
a heart attack. Closely associated as 
he was with the growth and develop- 
ment of the telephone industry for 43 
years, probably no man in California 
had a more complete knowledge of 
every phase of the telephone business 
than Mr. Irwin; his work on appraisals 
and valuations was outstanding. 

The dean of California Independent 
telephone men had a wide acquaintance 
throughout the United States and his 
passing is a distinct loss to the industry. 





ERNEST IRWIN 


Born in Knox, Clarion county, 
Penna., April 21, 1882, Mr. Irwin—at 
the age of seven—accompanied his 
father to England and for three and 
one-half attended 
Liverpool. 


years school in 

Returning to the United States, he 
finished high school in Detroit in 1898 
and started to work in the electrical 
department of a large manufacturing 
concern where he secured his first 
telephone experience as relief PBX 
operator. 

After completing a correspondence 
course in telephone engineering, Mr. 
Irwin in 1899 was employed by the 
Syracuse Telephone Co. and the Cen- 
tral New York Telephone Co. in Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. Crossing the continent to 
California in 1902, he went to work 
for the Home Telephone Co. of Los 
Angeles in the spring of the following 
year. 

He was married in June, 1903, to 
Grace White, of Pomona, and moved 
to that city in April, 1904 to become 
wire chief for the Pomona Valley 
Telephone & Telegraph Union. In 1907 
Mr. Irwin became wire chief in Red- 
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lands, remaining there 11 years and 
leaving to devote two years to making 
appraisals and valuations for various 
Independent telephone companies. 

In 1920 Mr. Irwin became secretary 
of the California Independent Tele- 
phone resigning a year 
later to become assistant engineer on 
the staff of the California Railroad 
Commission. In 1923 he rejoined the 
Independent association as secretary 
and in the subsequent 16 years his 
broad knowledge and wide experience 
contributed invaluably to the growth 
and development of the organization 
and to. the 
companies. 


Association, 


assistance of member 

Retaining at the same time, his posi- 
tion with the California Independent 
Telephone Association, Mr. Irwin 
joined the staff of the Associated Tele- 
phone Co., Ltd., as assistant to the 
president in 1929. Serving in various 
executive capacities, he became general 
agent in 1935, the position he held at 
the time of his death. 

He was a member of the United 
States Independent Telephone Asso- 
ciation, the Independent Pioneer Tele- 
phone Association, the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers and 
the Pacific Coast Electrical Association. 
His experience embraced every branch 
and phase of the telephone business 
and enabled him to render valuable 
service to the Independent companies 
of California through his office in the 
state association. From his first job as 
PBX operator he progressed through 
almost every position in the industry, 
working as trouble-shooter, installer, 
wire chief, equipment man and later 
serving in executive positions in the 
commercial and legal departments of 
the various companies with which he 
has been identified. 


Mr. Irwin took a keen interest in 


his associates. He was one of the spon- | 


sors of the first credit union in the 
Associated company and a member of 
a speakers’ club composed of company 
employes. He had acquired a compre- 
hensive knowledge and appreciation of 
California—the state of his adoption— 
through travel and reading. He was 
especially interested in the history of 
the early missions, railroads and the 
mother lode country. 





The privilege of Mr. Irwin’s friend- 
ship was extended to thousands 
throughout the country, more espe- 
cially to those connected in some way 
with the telephone industry, and his 
experience and counsel will be missed 
among those who were associated with 


him. He is survived by his widow, 
Grace Irwin; a son, Herbert, who 


teaches at Kerman High School, Ker- 
man, Calif.; a daughter-in-law, Maryal; 
and two grandsons, Billy and Carl. 
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outdoor service on magneto or 
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ringing bells, and their extra 
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your percentage of net to a 
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today for further facts. 
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OPA Official Pegs 
Copper Wire Prices 

It was reported last week that manu- 
facturers of copper wire and cable used 
to conduct electricity have been re- 
quested not to exceed their October 15 
prices by Leon Henderson, price admin- 
istrator. This is the first of a series 
of steps to be taken by OPA to stabilize 
prices of all products made of copper, 
brass or other copper base alloys. 

Conferences with representatives of 
the copper wire and cable industry will 
be called by OPA in the near future to 
discuss recent trends in costs and 
prices. 

The OPM conservation order of Octo- 
ber 21 sharply restricting use of copper 
for many products excludes from its 
restrictions the use of copper and cop- 
per base alloys in articles primarily 
employed as conductors of electricity. 


— a 


Peninsular Telephone Employes 
Vote to Join Unions 


In a recent election conducted under 
authority of the NLRB 535 employes 
of the Peninsular Telephone Co., of 
Tampa, Fla., have voted to organize 
for collective bargaining. 


Employes of the plant department 
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voted 193 to 69 for the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, an 
AFL affiliate. The traffic department 
voted 119 to 65 for the same union. 
Commercial employes voted 62 to 27 
for representation by the Florida Inde- 
pendent Telephone Workers, an inde- 
pendent association. 

Twenty-one of the 556 persons who 
took part in the election, October 21, 
voted for no union at all. 


—- 


New York Plant Employes 
Settle Wage Dispute 

A labor controversy affecting 11,000 
employes in the plant department of 
the New York Telephone Co. is re- 
ported to have been settled amicably 
at a meeting in New York City, No- 
vember 7. 

According to an official of the United 
Telephone Organizations, an_ inde- 
pendent union, the New York telephone 
workers voted to adopt a new contract 
providing wage increases of $1,500,000 
a year and expanded machinery for the 
arbitration of grievances and guaran- 
tees against loss of work as a result of 
jurisdictional encroachments by build- 
ing trades unions affiliated with the 
A. F. of L. 

Some weeks ago the union rejected 
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VERNE E. CHANEY, Fort Wayne, Ind., is a 
new member of the executive committee of 
the United States Independent Telephone 
Association recently announced by President 
R. A. Phillips. Mr. Chaney is president of 
Telephone Bond & Share Co. and holds 
official positions with other companies in 
the Gary organization. 


the $1,300,000 wage offer unless ac- 
companied by a union shop or some 
other form of preferential treatment. 
It is understood that the new contract 
specifies that the new machinery for 
arbitrating discharges, demotions, 
transfers and other grievances shall be 
open only to union members. 

The union-shop demand is reported 
to have been dropped at the suggestion 
of the United States Conciliation Serv- 
ice. Aaron Horvitz and James W. Fitz- 
patrick represented the conciliation 
service in the negotiations. 

It is said the wage advances em- 
bodied in the new agreement, when 
added to increases totaling $1,500,000 
a year granted earlier this year, will 
swell the earnings of plant department 
employees by 8 to 12 per cent. 

vy 


Bell Telephone Gain Was 
120,300 in October 

There was a gain of about 120,300 
telephones in service in the principal 
telephone subsidiaries of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. included in 
the Bell System during the month of 
October. The gain for the previous 
month was 142,500 and for October, 
1940, 101,400. The net gain for ten 
months this year totals 1,128,300 as 
against 748,300 for the same period in 
1940. 

The gain for October 1941 was the 
largest for the month of October in the 
history of the Bell System, the next 
largest October gain having been 107,- 
100 in 1936. At the end of October this 
year there were about 18,609,400 tele- 
phones in the Bell System. 
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Cook Electric's New 
Advertising Slogan 


“New for 1942” is a slogan with 
which the Cook Electric Co. has 
launched its current advertising pro- 
gram. It is understood that a parade 
of new products will be described in 
the company’s advertisements appear- 
ing during the coming month, some of 
which were displayed at the national 
convention. 

The for 1942” slogan and 
identification mark will call attention 
to products embodying the latest tech- 
nical developments in the telephone 
protection and distribution field, thus 
enabling plant men to study the new 
features and determine upon their 
application to the operating company’s 
protection problems. 


“New 


— a 


Kellogg Company's 
Largest Convention Exhibit 

The exhibit of the Kellogg Switch- 
board & Supply Co. 
tional telephone 


at the recent na- 
convention was the 
most extensive display ever shown by 
that company. Five rooms were neces- 
sary to house the exhibit. As a fitting 
theme at this critical time in our his- 
tory, Kellogg exhibited a collection of 
“Americana” dioramas which served 
as apt reminders of the fundamentals 
upon which our democracy was founded. 

The dioramas, eight in all, illustrated 
such famous scenes as “The Spirit of 
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Cook Electric 

Co.'s advertis- 

ing slogan for 
next year. 
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76,” “The Statue of Liberty,” “The 
Lincoln Memorial,” etc. A_ booklet 
containing photographs and historical 
descriptions of these dioramas was 
distributed at the convention. A lim- 
ited supply of these booklets are avail- 
able and copies may be obtained by 
writing to Kellogg. 

Two demonstrating units, one of the 
Kellogg Relaymatic switchboard, and 
the other of the company’s new ringing 
filter equipment also were exhibited. 
Visitors could make calls over the Re- 
laymatic and could trace the simple, 
speedy path of their calls through the 
switchboard. As each number was 
dialed, corresponding panels above the 
equipment were lit in succession, ex- 
plaining clearly what was taking place 
in the switchboard, the function of the 
various relays, etc., until the last num- 
ber was dialed and the call completed. 

The ringing filter demonstrating unit 
allowed visitors to compare rings with 
and without the ringing filter circuit 
equipment in operation. In this way 
they could hear for themselves the im- 
proved ringing made possible by the 
addition of this equipment in the ring- 
ing circuits. 

vv 


New York October Gain 

New York Telephone Co. added 6,239 
telephones to its lines in October, 
against 5,475 in the 1940 month. The 
gain in the ten months was 87,170, 
against 72,858 in the 1940 period. 


Scene in one of Kellogg's 
exhibit rooms showing 
demonstrating which 
enabled visitors to make 
calls through the Relay- 
matic switchboard and see 
the calls being completed 
as they dialed each number. 


unit 
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South Carolina's 
Meeting 


(Concluded from page 15) 





rate from the post telephone system 
and the lines will be in separate 
cables. A teletalk system will also 
be provided in the administration 
building and will connect with one 
or two other points about the post. 

“Telephones will be located at 
various points on the base and some 
of them will be allowed unrestricted 
service, including long distance; 
others will be semi-restricted, which 
means that they may call Sumter but 
cannot use long distance, and a third 
class will be fully restricted; that is, 
they will be used for service at the 
air base only. 

“The captain of the Engineers’ 
Corps, H. G. Gerdes, told me about 
three months ago that he was ex- 
pected to spend $5,000,000 in three 
months and was doing his best to 
accomplish that end. You can readily 
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make possible a simple, safe, econom- 
ical, and dependable method of guy 
attachment 
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loose, flying ends of cable. 
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of strand is saved on each installa- 
tion by doing away with the old wrap 
around method 

Dependable Because their drop 
forged eyes eliminate. sharp bends 
which cause kinks and breakage, 
thereby giving maximum strength and 
life to the guy 
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see from this statement that the 
construction of Shaw Field was a 
rush job and we were expected to 
keep up our end as the work 
progressed. We have had from six 
to ten men continuously on this job 
ever since the work started early 
this year and will have them busy 
right along for some time to come.” 

“We have found the army people, 
as a rule, very congenial to deal 
with,” declared Mr. Green, in con- 
cluding his very interesting address. 
“Most of the signal corps officers are 
reserve officers or from the national 
guard.” 

The traffic conference was pre- 
sided over by R. S. Griffin, of Sum- 
ter. “Operating Practices’ was the 
title of an interesting and informa- 
tive talk by Mrs. Josie Hiott, of 
Charleston. 

The plant conference, presided 
over by R. S. DuRant, of Beaufort, 
produced some worthwhile informa- 
tion. A. O. Bolen described the diffi- 
culties his company at Swansea had 
experienced on its rural lines as a 
result of inductive interference from 
REA power lines. Transpositions 
had been made every half mile but 
to no avail. Then transpositions 
were increased to every quarter mile 
and transmission became satis- 
factory. 

The subject, “Converting to Auto- 
matic Service in the Small Ex- 
change,” was also covered by S. B. 
Green, of Sumter, pinch-hitting for 
W. R. Nabors, who was unable to 
be present. Mr. Green told of the 
various stages attendant upon the 
conversion of a magneto telephone 
system to machine switching: (1) 
selling subscribers on the plan un- 
less they take the initiative; (2) 
getting an O.K. from the state com- 
mission on the proposed rate struc- 
ture; (3) the construction of plant; 
(4) preparing a new directory for 
revised numbers, with the necessary 
instructions; (5) planning and ar- 
ranging educational advertising in 
local papers; (6) testing each station 
which is equipped with a switch to 
be thrown at the specific time of the 
cutover. 

The banquet, Monday evening, No- 
vember 3, was a most enjoyable 
occasion, T. C. Thomasson acting as 
toastmaster. The address of the eve- 
ning was made by District Attorney 
Sapp, who drew attention to the im- 
portant part Independent telephone 
men have played in pioneering and 
bringing telephones to the small 
communities in the early days. 

On Tuesday morning President 
Barnes presided over a session de- 
voted mainly to an informal discus- 
sion of the 6 per cent telephone tax. 


It was generally agreed that the best 
billing procedure is to show the tax 
separately, although this is not the 
policy in the Bell System. Those 
taking part in the open forum were: 
Ralph VanTrine, Durham, N. C.; A. 
G. Trenholm, Georgetown; Louis 
Pitcher, Chicago; and R. S. DuRant, 
Beaufort. 

The session was concluded after a 
brief talk by B. H. Barre, of Colum- 
bia, engineer for the South Carolina 
Public Service Commission. 

H. D. Fargo Jr., president of 
Telephony Publishing Corp., was 
called upon by President Barnes for 
a few remarks. He was likewise 
given an opportunity to extend 
TELEPHONY’S greetings to telephone 
men and women of South Carohina at 
the banquet Monday evening. 

After reports of committees and 
the election of directors, as an- 
nounced previously, the seventh an- 
nual convention of the South Caro- 
lina association was adjourned. 

The directors met at a luncheon 
meeting and elected officers for the 
ensuing year, as already announced 
in this report. 

Ww WwW 
National Association's Defense 
Committee Meets 


The entire defense coordinating com- 
mittee of the United States Inde- 
pendent Telephone Association met in 
Washington, D. C., November 6 and 7, 
with the new chairman, R. A. Phillips, 
Sioux Falls, S. D., new president of the 
association. Telephone companies have 
not been accorded necessary priority 
recognition, it was pointed out, and it 
is imperative that government authori- 
ties give the industry a definite place 
in the defense setup for the handling 
of their critical materials’ needs. 

Besides Chairman Phillips, the de- 
fense committee consists of: E. C. 
Blomeyer, Chicago, vice chairman; 
John H. Agee, Lincoln, Neb.; Lt. Col. 
Gustav Hirsch, Columbus, Ohio, and J. 
F. O’Connell, Madison, Wis., all of 
whom were in attendance. Also present 
were Louis Pitcher, Chicago, executive 
vice president of the association, and 
Clyde Bailey, vice president and Wash- 
ington representative. 

Participating in the discussions was 
the advisory committee of Independent 
telephone manufacturers: F. R. Mc- 
Berty, Galion, Ohio, committee chair- 
man and president of North Electric 
Mfg. Co.; J. W. Shipman, Automatic 
Electric vice president; A. F. Gibson, 
Stromberg-Carlson treasurer, and at- 
tending in place of M. K. McGrath, 
president of Kellogg Switchboard & 
Supply Co. was Vice President Man- 
ning. 
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substitute materials savings of 50 
tons on bus-bars and 65 tons on dial 
finger wheels have been effected. 

Copper being another critical 
metal, said Mr. Sheperd in conclud- 
ing his very interesting address, the 
Bell System expects to reduce its 
requirements for this metal which 
for 1941 will total 94,000 tons, 90 
per cent of that amount being for 
line wire. 

The report of the nominating com- 
mittee was then presented by E. C. 
Heins Jr., of Sanford. Its recom- 
mendations to fill vacancies on the 
board of directors were unanimously 
approved. The names of the new 
directors have been given previously 
in this report, as well as the officers 
elected at a subsequent meeting of 
the new board. 

J. R. Porter, of Tarboro, spoke in- 
formally on the subject of service. 
He expressed the opinion that there 
is need for guarding against a slump 
in standards occasioned by the in- 
creased turnover in employes. From 
1930 to 1940 employment was very 
stable, declared Mr. Porter, and serv- 
ice standards rose to a new high. 
Now that labor turnover has in- 
creased, it is essential to do all pos- 
sible to keep service good. 

Another informal talk was made 
by R. S. DuRant, vice president and 
general manager of the Central Caro- 
lina Telephone Co., Southern Pines. 
Discussing the joint use of poles 
with the signal corps he said it is 
common practice to charge $1 a year 
a pole. As regards the disposition 
of wire strung by the signal corps 
when no longer needed, this will de- 
pend upon whether the circuits will 
be of use to the telephone company. 
He expressed the opinion that in the 
event they are not, the policy will 
be to pay salvage value, less cost of 
removing. 

Although the convention was offi- 
cially adjourned at noon Tuesday, 
October 28, there was a most in- 
teresting demonstration in the af- 
ternoon by the U. S. Signal Corps, 
arranged by Lt. A. A. Woolford, 
formerly manager for the Inter- 
Mountain Telephone Co., Kingsport, 
Tenn. 

Army trucks from a nearby ma- 
neuver area brought a portable field 
Switchboard unit and gave the dele- 
gates to the North Carolina conven- 
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tion an opportunity to see at first 
hand how communications are han- 
dled by the army. This unit, shown 
in one of the accompanying illustra- 
tions, is operated by the 64th Signal 
Battalion from Fort Meade, Md., and 
is now stationed near Hoffman, N. C. 
Major Edward is commanding offi- 
cer. The field switchboard is known 
as type BD71. 

The convention was terminated 
Tuesday evening with a _ banquet, 
entertainment and dance. Among 
the companies presenting exhibits in 
connection with the North Carolina 
convention were: American Auto- 
matic Electric Sales Company, Elec- 
tric Storage Battery Co., L. M. Berry 
& Co., Cook Electric Co., James R. 
Kearney Corp., Kellogg Switchboard 
& Supply Co., North Electric Mfg. 
Co., Reliable Electric Co., National 
Telephone Supply Co., Stromberg- 
Carlson Telephone Mfg. Co., and 
Buckeye Telephone & Supply Co. 


vv 
OBITUARY 
GEORGE B. STUART, of Dallas, 
Texas, youngest son of A. C. Stuart, 


president of the Two States Telephone 
Co., of Texarkana, passed away last 
month at the early age of 45 years. 
Mr. Stuart had been in ill health for 
some time. 

For the past 12 years he had been 
employed as local manager for South- 
western Bell Telephone Co. at Dallas. 
He was an officer in the last war and 
was a member of the “lost 
battalion” regiment. 

Mr. Stuart was a director of the 
Two States Telephone Co., a member 
of the Exchange Club of Dallas and 
was formerly president of the Round 
Table Club of Dallas. He is survived 
by his widow, Mrs. Cornelia Stewart; 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Stuart, 
one brother, James E. Stuart, vice 
president of the Two States company; 
and one sister, Mrs. Geo. B. Butler, of 
Austin, Texas. 

During his brief lifetime, Mr. Stuart 
made a host of friends in the telephone 
field who will be saddened to learn of 
his passing. 


famous 
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Telephone Collectors in Chicago 
Ask Wage Increase 

Conferences were held last week in 
Chicago in an effort to conciliate the 
dispute between the city’s 300 tele- 
phone collectors, members of the Com- 
mercial Telephone Workers’ union, 
and the Illinois Bell Telephone Co. 
with Harry E. Scheck, federal con- 
ciliator, participating. The collectors 
ask a wage scale of $135 to $240 
month, against the present, $115 to 
$200. 
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The MARK 
of QUALITY 


E IN REBUILDING 


SERVICE 


Your Magneto 
Sets Rebuilt 
and Converted 


Only $11.75 


Here's little enough to pay for 
a telephone that works like new 
and looks like new. 


Equipped with a Monophone 
handset to give it style and per- 
formance, this instrument is 
our best bet for winning and 
Yolding subscribers. Subscrib- 
ers can't tell it from new. Even 
you would find it hard without 
the AR tag to tip you off. If 
you have no magneto sets to 
send in, write for prices. 


Try Autelco rebuilding and 
modernizing service soon. It's 
among the most popular of the 
many Automatic Electric serv- 
ices to Independent companies. 


Distributors in U. $. and Possessions: 


AMERICAN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC 
SALES COMPANY 


1033 West Van Buren Street, Chicago, U.S.A. 


AUTOMATIC 
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Branch 


(Continued from page 11) 





of critical materials to the greatest 
possible extent through simplifica- 
tion of lines, substitution, and so 
on. The OPM Bureau of Industrial 
Conservation will work with and 
through the industrial branches to 
accomplish this.” 

The finished program will be re- 
ferred to SPAB for approval, modi- 
fication or disapproval. Unless 





dependable 


Cedar Poles 
MICHIGAN POLE & TIE CO. 








NEWBERRY—GRAND RAPIDS 
MICHIGAN 





CABLE LUBRICANTS 





ANTI-FRICTION LUBRICANT. Albany Anti- 


friction Pressuregrease is the trade-tested and 


approved general purpose lubricant of the 
leading telephone companies. 
Adam Cook's Sons, Inc., Linden, New Jersey 











POLES 





B. J. Carney & Co., 
Minneapolis, 
poles. 


100 N. 7th St., 
Minn.—Western red cedar 
Pentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. Quotations on request. 








International Creosoting and Construc- 


tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants: 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 








MacGillis & Gibbs Company, Milwau- 
kee, Wis.—Northern White and Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
Immediate quotations on request. 








T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 








Valentine Clark Corporation, 2516 Dos- 
well Ave., St. Paul, Minn.—Finished 
Cedar Poles. Plain or butt-treated. 
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turned down completely, it will 
then be turned over to the OPM 
priorities division, which will try 
to make available necessary mate- 
rials as needed, through issuing re- 
quired priorities ratings or through 
allocation. 

SPAB uses plumbing equipment 
in illustrating operation of the sys- 
tem. A program for manufacturers 
of this equipment would originate 
in the plumbing and heating branch 
of the OPM division of civilian 
supply. It would be worked up in 
consultation with the industry and 
cross-checked to see how the mili- 
tary requirements situation might 
affect it. Then, when it has been 
put in shape, it would be referred 
to the various raw materials groups 
—the iron and steel branch, the 
copper branch, etc., for final check- 
ing. 

Each program will be initiated 
by the group which is responsible 
for the end production with the 
raw materials groups coming into 
the picture in an advisory capacity. 

It is obvious from all this em- 
phasis on “allocations” (as distin- 
guished from the “priority rating’ 
practice that has been prevailing in 
the past) that OPM will lean more 
on advice from industrial sources 
as to the requirements of particular 
industries. But by the same token, 
it is apparent that OPM is building 
within itself a highly centralized 
system of checking and double- 
checking on such advices for pur- 


LOOMIS 


ADVERTISING CO. 


rN aaLEs/One Anise 


That Has Never Failed to 

Produce More Net Revenue 

(All Costs Considered) for 

Telephone Companies Served. 
If INTERESTED in more net 


telephone directory revenue 
write or call at our expense. 


LOOMIS ADVERTISING CO. 
Kanses cy, Mo 


Citizens Trust Bidg., 135 So. Second St., 
Fort Wayne, Ind. Philadelphia, Pa. 





poses of actually granting allocations 
of available material. 

In other words, an industrial ad- 
visory committee may suggest that 
a certain industry will require (to 
use hypothetical round figures) 
1,000,000 tons of steel in order to 
produce 300,000 units in 1942. 
OPM will check and double check 
and might then say: “You can have 
only 500,000 tons of steel but you 





Consulting Telephone Engineer 
“Modernization of 
Equipment and Methods 
for Improved Service" 


GARRISON BABCOCK 
1104 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 








Frank F. Fowle & Co. 


Electrical and Mechanical 
ENGINEERS 


35 East Wacker Drive CHICAGO 








ACCOUNTING 


HERDRICH and BOGGS 
Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Building 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 











SLOAN & COOK 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals — Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 








EMMETT D. TALBOT 
CONSULTING ENGINEER 
ENGINEERING AND OPERATION 
MANUAL AND DIAL SYSTEMS 
PROPERTY SURVEYS 
APPRAISALS AND RATE STUDIES 


1560 CuLveR ROAD, ROCHESTER, NY. 

















J. W. WOPAT 


Consulting Engineer 

Telephone Engineering 

Construction Supervision 
Appraisals—Financial 
Rate Investigations 


1510 Lincoln Bank Tower Fort Wayne, Ind. 








J. G. WRAY & CO. 
TELEPHONE ENGINEERS 


Specialists in Appraisals, Rate Surveys, 
Financial Investigations, Organization, 
and Operation of Telephone Companies 


3324 Bankers Bldg., Chicago 
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Rates 10 cents per word payable in advance. 


Minimum charge $2.00 for 20 words or less. 








POSITION WANTED 


POSITION WANTED: By man with 
several years’ experience as troubleman, 
repetcen an, cable splicer. Write No. 9050, 
are of TELEPHONY 


POSITION WANTED Twenty 
years’ experience. supervision outside and 
plant maintenance in South America and 
West Indies. Speaks Spanish. Age 42. 
Box 9051, care of TELEPHONY 


POSITION WANTED: Switchboard 
man, wire chief, manager in common bat- 
tery exchange of 1000 or more subscrib- 


ers Twenty years’ experience Also 
equipment installer. A-1 references. Write 
No. 9047, care of TELEPHONY 


TELEPHONE ENGINEER: College 
education, experience with Bell System, 
Regulatory commissions and consulting 
engineering firm. Age 37. Write No. 
9038, care of TELEPHONY. 





WANTED TO BUY 


WANTED: A used Western Electric 
105-A or B one position magneto 
switchboard. Write Box 515, Export, 
Pennsylvania. 


HELP WANTED 


WANTED: Man capable of engi- 
neering and supervising plant opera- 
tions of company with large number 
of small exchanges. Furnish complete 
details as to qualifications and experi- 
ence and attach small photograph. 
Write No. 9054, care of TELEPHONY. 


WANTED: Telephone Accountant— 
with full knowledge of all phases of 
telephone accounting, qualified to fill 
supervisory position. Must be capable 
of dealing with tax matters, rate cases, 
original cost studies and all current 
telephone accounting work, and be fa- 
miliar with corporate work. Give full 
information as to age, experience, etc. 
Telephone Services, Inc., 16th Floor 
Lincoln Tower, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 











TELEPHONY ADVERTISERS 


will give you service 
which will be pleasing 




















STEWART CABLE TESTER & CABLE 
LOCATOR COMBINED 


Locates all cable troubles ex- 
cept opens. Also locates the 
exact position of buried cable 
and just how deep it is buried. 
Sent on trial. 
STEWART BROS. 
Ottawa, Illinois 














W. E. CO. 


May be used with local 
or central battery bell 
boxes. 


BELL BOXES 


| 


| RECONDITIONED & REFINISHED DESK STANDS 


atda 


A. E. CO. (Monarch) 


To be used with central For use with local or 
battery bell boxes only. 


LARGE QUANTITIES 
W. E. CO. No. 534 STEEL 
| ALL TYPES MAGNETO 


Write for prices. 


| BUCKEYE TELEPHONE and SUPPLY COMPANY 


SOLUUSUS, OHIO 


STROMBERG 


central battery bell 




















will have to produce 175,000 units 
and you will go about it in this 
way.” (Then will follow a list of 
suggestions for standardizing, sub- 
stitution, economizing, etc.) 

Obviously, the industrial associa- 
tions, such as the United States 
Independent Telephone Association, 
are in a good spot to function as 
a gathering agency of raw informa- 
tion that will be needed in drawing 
up such an allocation program for 
telephone materials. Furthermore, 
a specialized government unit, such 
as the Priorities Liaison Committee 
of the DCB is a likely agency for 
assembling and processing such 
data for purposes of recommending 
it to OPM. 


But there can be no doubt about 
OPM’s evident intention to guard 
its priority powers more jealously 
than ever before. This has been 
the trend in recent months and 
there is no indication that it will 
be discontinued. Even the’ army 
and navy which used to exercise 
some independent priority powers 
of their own are being called on 
the OPM carpet and made to square 
their accounts for materials and 


suplies by the new _ allocations 
system. 
All this foregoing discussion 


about SPAB, OPM, DCB, etc., may 
seem quite confusing to the average 
harassed telephone man. Things in 
the priorities field have been hap- 
pening so fast here in Washington 
that there has been no opportunity 
for the presentation of a more bal- 
anced and deliberate picture of just 
what the situation is, who makes 
out what application and sends it 
where, and what the real chances 
of getting materials are. Within 
the next week or two, however, the 
general pattern of the new ; alloca- 
tions policy should become suffi- 
ciently clear for your correspondent 
to attempt a more definite explana- 
tion of what it is all about. 


For the present, keep this in 
mind: You still send your applica- 
tion for project priorities to OPM 
Priorities Division in Washington 
or to its field offices. That goes 
for PD-1 and project rating appli- 
cations (the P-22 priorities are au- 
tomatic), so that the changes in 
routing applications under the new 
OPM order will not affect the aver- 
age telephone priority applicant. 
The change of routing the applica- 
tion, if any, will happen after the 
application gets te the OPM office. 
The applicant, himself, need never 
know anything about it, as far as 
that is concerned. 
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AN FWD INCREASES WORK « 
RANGE AND OUTPUT EQUAL * 
TO 28 EXTRA LINEMEN! 


THE TOUGH HAULS...THE LONG PULLS OF LINE WORK 
DEMAND THE FULL POWER OF 4 DRIVING WHEELS 


Line building and maintenance de- 
mand the extra performance —the abil- 
ity to get through to location on or off 
the highway—that FWD trucks provide. 
For this service they are the first choice 
of more than 150 Public Utilities, 


Utility men report that putting an FWD 
to work is like adding 28 extra line- 
men in increased work range and out- 
put. Now — and in time to come —the 
versatility and capacity of an FWD— 
will prove an “ace in the hole” as 
trained man-power continuesto be- 
come difficult to replace or 

secure, and maintaining 

service lines encounters 

emergency problems. 


FWD offers a complete line of engi- 
neered trucks for Utility service. Special 
power take -offs for operating a winch 
and boring machine are incorporated 
into its original design. FWD builds 
its own cabs and Utility bodies — can 
furnish conventional or over-engine 
cabs with seating capacity from 2 to 
7 men. ... Write for FWD catalog. 
“PUBLIC UTILITY TRUCES THAT 
FOLLOW THE JOB.” 


THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 
AUTO COMPANY 
Clintonville, Wisconsin 

Canadian Factory: Kitchener, Ont. 
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